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Meaningful,  upbeat  baptisms  within  reach,  author  says 


videou^  of  the  service. 

—  Help  the  church  realize  its  responsi¬ 
bility  toward  the  new,  converts,  through  a 
charge  to  the  church  of  its  ongoing  re^n- 
sibility  to  encourage  ^iritual  maturity. 

—  Have  a  sha^g  service  where  people 
talk  about  their  baptism  and  what  it  meant 
to  them.  This  could  be  done  in  connection 
with  a  bs^tism  service. 


Foreign  board 
releases  healthy 
’93  report  card 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  The  Fmeign 
Mission  Board’s  1993  overseas  report 
is  out  —  recording  new  tughs  in  chmches, 
church  membersUp,  and  baptisms.  (See 
gisqihic,  at  left;  also,  related  story,  page  12.) 

Totals  for  newly  constituted  churches, 
missitm  and  preach^g  points,  and  member¬ 
ship  in  Bible  teadiing  ministries  also  bit 
record  levels  in  1993,  according  to  aimual 
statistics  compiled  by  the  office  of  Jim 
Slack,  the  board’s  church  growth  consul¬ 
tant 

The  year’s  healthy  report  card  —  reflect¬ 
ing  work  of' missionaries,  their  overseas 
Baptist  partners,  and  more  than  11,000 
Southern  Baptist  volunteers  —  is  a  wel¬ 
comed  begiiming  for  the  Foreign.Mission 
Board’s  new  president. 

“Over  the  years  we’ve  dealt  with  gains 
and  losses,  peak,  and  ebbs,  but  we’ve 
moved  into  a  new  era  of  steady  increases,’’ 
said  Jerry  Rankin,  who  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  last  June  after  23  years  as  a  missionary 
and  field  administrator. 

“This  spiritual  momentum  means  God  is 
moving.  My  concern  is  that  we  be  part  of 
that.  This  goes  back  to  what  I’ve  said 
before,  that  God  will  achieve  his  goals  in 
the  world.  Our  task  is  to  join  him  and  be 
part  of  bis  plan.’’ 


LEADING  THE  WAY 


Bumper  years  in  church  growth 

The  number  of  overseas  churches  relating  to  Southern 

Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  missionaries  has 

doubled  since  1987.  ^ 


means;  and  a  guidebook  that  addresses  the 
transition  from  a  life  in  sin  to  a  new  life  in 
Christ. 

—  Plan  a  worship  service  to  include  both 
b^tism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper  in  the  same 
service.  Seat  the  newly  bqitized  and  those 
recently  baptized  in  the  front  and  serve 
them  first. 

—  Plan  the  baptismal  service  so  it  will 
have  the  greatest  witness  to  the  unsaved. 
Schedule  bs^Jtisms  when  non-Christians  are 
most  likely  to  be  present. 

—  Intr^uce  the  person  who  led  the  can¬ 
didate  to  Christ  or  was  instrumental  in  the 
person  knowing  Christ. 

Dave  Bennett,  Missouri  B^tists’  direc¬ 
tor  of  evangelism,  encourages  pastors  (o 
smile,  make  eye  contact,  and  talk  to  the  cai^ 
didate  rather  than  quoting,  “I  bsqitize  you  in 
the  nanje  of  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the 
Holy  Spirit...’’  in  a  liturgical  voice. 

—  Make  the  baptism  a  time  of  celebra¬ 
tion.  It  is  something  to  rejoice  about  since 
one  who  has  been  saved  is  following  the 


rjfce  FMB  Church  Growhh  Office 


’  (BP)  GRAPHIC  By  Marty  Crotl 

'^wCibRD  YEAR  —  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  and  their  Baptist  partners  overseas  set 
records  in  all  major  outreach  categories.  Church  growth  efforts  set  records  in  1993  for 
baptisms,  newly  constructed  churches,  total  church  membership,  and  overseas  churches. 
“I  believe  we’re  seeing  a  spiritual  momentum  that  cannot  be  deterred,”  said  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board  President  Jerry  Rankin.  (BP  graphic  by  Marty  Croll) 


ds  lose  another  round 


The  Cincinnati  Reds  major  league  baseball  organization 
has  failed  once  again  in  its  effort  to  ban  display  of  “John 
3:16”  posters  that  have  turned  up  for  years  in  the  background 
of  major  sports  telecasts.  U.S.  District  Judge  Arthur  Spiegel 
declared  unconstitutional  a  1993  Reds  policy  excluding  the 
display  of  any  sign  in  Riverfront  Stadium  that  was  not  “base¬ 
ball-related.”  Spiegel  had  previously  struck  down  a  1990 
Reds  policy  that  monitored  “good  taste”  in  signs  displayed  at 
the  stadium.  The  controversy  began  on  Oct  17,  1990,  when 
Guy  Aubrey  of  Qeveland,  Tenn.,  was  accosted  by  stadium 
security  after  di^laying  his  “John  3:16”  banner  during  the 
second  game  of  the  World  Series  between  Cincinnati  and  the 
Oakland  A’s.  After  Spiegel  threw  out  the  original  Reds  poli¬ 
cy  forbidding  such  display,  the  organizatioa  switched  to  the 
“baseball-related”  standard,  which  Spiegel  also  threw  out. 
Since  Aubrey  challenged  the  “baseball-related”  policy,  the 
Reds  have  baruied  all  nonconunercial  signs  and  baiuiers  from 
the  stadium.  ^ 


A  rock  pillar  known  as  “Lot’s  Wife,”  located  on  the  edge 
of  the  Dead  Sea  Basin,  has  begun  to  tilt  and  may  eventually 
topple,  some  aq>erts  say.  Many  people  and  groups  offer  17 
the  pillar  as  literal  fulfillment  of  the  Old  Testament  descrip- 
tioii  of  Lot’s  wife’s  disobedience  as  her  family  fled  the 
wicked  city  of  Sodom  before  God  destroyed  it  Instructed  by 
God  not  to  look  back  toward  the  city.  Lot’s  wife  found  temp¬ 
tation  irresistable  and  was  turned  into  a  pillar  of  salt  Scien¬ 
tists  believe  the  rock  pillar  (which  is,  believe  it  or  not  in  the 
Sodom  mountain  range)  was  created  from  salt  pushed  up 
long  ago  from  the  Dead  Sea  —  not  exactly  an  airtight  refuta¬ 
tion  of  the  Biblical  account  Because  it  is  located  in  an  earth¬ 
quake  area  and  prone  to  dissolve  in  heavy  winter  tains,  the 
fate  of  “Lot’s  Wife”  is  virtually  certain.  Israeli  Nature 
Reserves  Director-General  Dan  Peri  said,  “It’s  unlikely  that 
this  pillar  is  the  biblical  one,  but  as  long  as  people  enjoy  see¬ 
ing  her,  what  difference  does  it  make?” 


Southern  Baptist  missionary  William  Smith  of  Amite 
County  and  his  wife,  Carolyn,  narrowly  escsqre  injury  when 
a  gundiot  tings  out  during  a  robbery/catjacking  at  their  home 
in  Londrina,  Brazil. 


Drew  native  Edythe  Montroy  is  honored  by  the  SBC  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board  as  her  25  years  as  a  missionary  in  Africa 
come  to  a  close  upon  her  retirement  due  to  a  serious  automo¬ 
bile  accident  in  Nigeria. 


Plans  ate  finalized  for  the  12-week  Soul  Wituiing  Revival 
across  Mississippi,  with  evangelist  Hyman  Appelman 
preaching.  “God  grant  that...  these  12  weeks  of  endeavor 
may  start  a  Pentecostal  Conflagration,”  Appelman  says. 


Editor’s  Notebook, 


iuy  Hendersori 


Human  needs 


The  disciples  were  hungry. 
They  plucked  grain  and  ate  it.  Tte 
Pharisees,  ever  alert  to  Sabbath 
breakers,  reported  it  to  Jesus.  The 
hunger  of  the  disciples  did  not 
concern  them.  What  a  lesson 
Jesus  taught  to  all  mankind  in  his 
answer;  “Have  you  not  read  what 
David  did  when  he  was  hungry, 
he  and  those  with  him;  how  they 
entered  the  house  of  God  and  ate 
the  showbread  which  was  not  law¬ 
ful  for  him  to  eat,  nor  for  those 
with  him,  but  only  for  the  priest” 
(Matt.  12:3-4). 

The  commandment  simply  for¬ 
bade  work  on  the  Sabbath.  Now 
the  errorless  Pharisees  had  to 
define  work.  There  were  39  basic 
divisions  in  the  Law,  and  these 
were  subdivided  into  hundreds  of 
prohibitions  ere  they  finished. 
Plucking  a  few  grains  was  reap¬ 
ing,  winnowing,  and  harvesting. 
Thus  as  protectors  of  the  law,  they 
delivered  the  word  of  Moses,  or  at 
least  their  interpretation  of  it. 

Jesus  also  believed  the  law  and 
be  knew  the  Scriptures.  He  quot¬ 
ed  from  the  law  and  the  prophets. 
He  discredited  neither,  but 
reviewed  the  totality  of  the  situa¬ 
tion:  “God  desires  mercy  and  not 
sacrifices.” 

Throughout  the  Bible  the 
theme  of  human  needs  takes 


precedence  over  a  mere  interpre- 
tafion  of  the  law.  He  claimed  to  be 
Lord  or  Owner  of  the  Sabbath  and 
the  Temple  and  touched  upon  bis 
own  dei^.  He  created  die  Sabbath 
in  the  firk  place.  Ife  was  not  there 
to  destroy  it  but  to  save  it  from  the 
obnoxious  rules  of  man.  “The 
Sabbath  was  made  for  man,  and 
not  man  for  the  Sabbath.”  He 
declared  that: 

—  human  need  has  priority 
over  the  house  of  God, 

—  human  need  has  priority 
over  sacred  objects, 

' —  human  need  has  priority 
over  revered  leaders. 

Christ  insisted  that  man  has 
priority  over  all  filing,  secular  or 
sacred.  Do  we  focus  on  traditions, 
our  national  imager  honored  insti¬ 
tutions,  the  “go^  ole  days,”  or 
upon  the  real  object  of  God’s 
love? 

Last  month  a  distant  church 
moved  the  “soup  kitchen”  from  its 
basement  to  a  separate  location.  It 
seems  the  long  line  of  hungry 
people  did  not  grace  the  image  of 
their  cathedral.  The  thought 
occurred  to  me,  that  to  Christ  this 
may  have  been  the  most  beautiful 
thing  in  the  church. 

God  bad  intended  something 
(the  Sabbath)  for  a  blessing  to 
mankind.  Before  the  Pharisees 


finished  with  it,  tbe'beautiful 
thing  bad  become  a  burden.  Jesus 
reclaimed  the  Sabbath  and  placed 
it  back  within  the  purpose  of  God. 
His  revelation  of  deeds  of  necessi¬ 
ty,  worship,  and  mercy  mirrored 
tte  way  be  lived.  The  ox  could  be 
removed  from  the  ditch  and  you 
could  heal  on  the  Sabbath. 

The  Pharisees  could  not  agree 
with  Jesus  so  the  obvious  thing 
was  violence:  “Let’s  get  rid  of 
him.”  Jealousy,  anger,  and  a  mis¬ 
understood  religion  was  weaving 
a  dangerous  web.  “They  com¬ 
muned  with  others  how  they  may 
destroy  him.” 

This  mindset  continues  to  live 
in  this  generation.  If  you  can’t  get 
it  to  blend  with  your  religion,  tten 
destroy  it.  When  logic  fails,  vio¬ 
lence  often  takes  the  stage. 

Herscbel  Hobbs,  Baptist  states¬ 
man,  makes  an  interesting  obser¬ 
vation  here:  “The  true  reason 
behind  all  this  was  jealousy  and 
fear  that  he  would  destroy  their 
own  positions.”  The  Pharisees 
would  not  pluck  the  grain  on  the 
Sabbath,  but  it  was  okay  for  them 
to  plot  tte  murder  of  Jesus. 

It  bothers  me  that  we  could 
take  something  so  beautiful,  clear, 
and  helpful,  place  our  own  inter¬ 
pretation  on  it,  and  make  such  a 
heavy  burden. 


Guest  opinion.,. 


When  clergy  stray 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (ABP)  — 
God  created  human  beings.  Male 
and  female,  libido  and  spirit,  God 
created  us. 

This  last  part,  libido  and  spirit, 
the  longing  ror  flesh  and  the  long-' 
ing  for  God,  is  a  source  of  abound¬ 
ing  pleasure.  Misused,  it  is  a 
source  of  agonizing  nusery. 

Nowhere  is  the  misery  greater 
than  when  professional  handlers  of 
the  holy  —  clergy  —  mishandle 
the  divine  gift  of  sexuality. 

The  facts  about  clergy  sexual 
misconduct  are  startling.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board,  it  is  the  second  most  com¬ 
mon  reason  for  firings  among 
Southern  Baptist  clergy.  In  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  clergy  conducted  by  Lead¬ 
ership,  a  publication  owned  by 
Christianity  Today,  almost  one 
in  four  clergy  admitted  engaging 
in  inappropriate  sexual  contact 

No  denomination,  no  large  or 
well-located  church,  no  position 
on  the  theological  spectrum  is 
exempt  from  the  problem. 

Some  readers  may  prefer  we 
stick  to  more  spiritual  topics.  But 
we  do  a  disservice  to  our  readers 


By  Michael  Chngenpeel 
and  our  churches  if  we  ignore  this 
reality.  When  an  ordained  minister 
engages  in  sexual  indiscretion, 
eve^one  suffers  —  the  minister, 
minister’s  q)ouse  and  family,  con¬ 
gregation,  community,  and 
denomination. 

The  accumulated  wisdom  of 
pastoral  counselors  is  that  clergy 
sexual  affairs  are  less  sexual  than 
emotional,  and  less  intentional 
than  accidental.  They  are  the  result 
of  a  dysfunctional  marriage,  dis¬ 
couragement  or  depression  stem¬ 
ming  from  job  dissatisfaction,  an 
unfulfilled  desire  for  emotional 
intimacy,  a  need  for  escape  from 
{xofessional  demands,  or  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  several  of  these. 

But  this  is  no  excuse  for 
exploiting  for  personal  gratifica-^ 
tion  the  power  and  privilege  of  a'' 
pastoral  relationship.  Evidence 
shows  that  most  ministers  who 
succumb  to  sexual  temptation, 
while  not  seeking  an  extramarital 
affair,  at  least  give  it  permission  to 
happen.  Such  permission  never 
should  be  givea 

It  is  my  observation  that  some 
ministers  in  local  churches,  by  not 
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The  Fragmentj 


Fresh  encounter 


caring  for  themselves,  create  the 
conditions  under  which  sexual 
miscmiduct  can  develop.  They  eat 
too  much  of  the  wrong  foods, 
exercise  fbo  infrequently,  spend 
little  time  nurturing  their  spirits 
through  prayer  and  introspe^on, 
shield  themselves  from  peer  and 
colleague  relationships,  give  their 
best  selves  to  their  c^uich  family 
and  bring  their  worst  selves  home, 
and  are  &ven  by  their  perceptions 
of  people’s  expectations  rather 
than  their  sense  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  needs  or  God’s  purposes. 
Little  wonder  they  feel  empty, . 
powerless,  and  long  for  affirm  a- 
tioa 

But  congregations  unwittingly 
may  contribute  to  their  minister’s 
imbalance  on  this  dangerously 
slippery  surfrue. 

Some  congregations  do  not 
care  for  their  pastors  very  well. 
They  underestimate  the  emotional 
stretch  and  squeeze  their  pastors 
feel  when  weeping  with  people’s 
agonies  and  laughing  with  their 
victories.  They  measure  pastoral 
success  with  budgets,  bu^s,  and 
bricks,  but  accept  too  little  rc^ion- 


When  was  the  last  time  you  felt 
the  stirring  of  revival  in  your 
heart?  Have  you  ever  been  in  a 
real  ^iritual  awakening? 

Pockets  of  revival  have  been 
evident  from  time  to  time,  but 
Heniy  Blackaby,  SBC  revival  spe¬ 
cialist,  says  there  has  not  been  a 
real  spiritual  revival  in  America 
since  1857-58. 

Church  attendance  or  worship 
cannot  bring  revival.  God  rrauires 
repentance.  Revival  is  God’s 
restoring  ^liritual  health  and  vital¬ 
ity  to  his  people. 

Blackaby  and  Claude  King 
have  written  a  book.  Fresh 

sibility  for  these  tangible  mea¬ 
sures.  They  equate  emotional  sup¬ 
port  with  a  kind  word  at  the  door 
after  the  Sunday  service  as  they 
dash  for  the  pad^g  lot. 

Many  pay  their  pastors  on  a 
scale  that  doesn’t  match  their  edu¬ 
cation,  eiqierience,  and  responsi¬ 
bility.  They  equate  activity  with 
work,  and  study  and  reflection 
with  idleness.  Under  such  condi¬ 
tions  the  pastor  functions  as  a 
headless  ducken,  flitting  around  in 
activi^  but  withtmt  real  life. 

Ministers  must  assume 
responsibility  for  their  behavior, 
happiness,  and  fulfillment.  No 
congregation  can  supply  its  pas¬ 
tor  with  an  inner  moral  compass 
that  unerringly  points  to  private 


Encounter  (also  available  on 
video  or  audio  cassettes),  which 
spells  out  God’s  pattern  for 
revival.  It  can  be  used  individual¬ 
ly,  in  small  groups,  or  in  a  congre¬ 
gation.  If  implemented,  the  princi¬ 
ples  in  this  book  will  create  new 
interest  in  praying  for  a  spiritual 
awakening. 

It  is  not  merely  replacing  a 
spark  plug  in  a  burned  out  motor, 
it  is  a  major  overhaul  and  engine, 
rqilacement. 

All  of  us  would  profit  greatly 
by  this  prayer  emphasis  for  the 
d^gs  that  neally  matter. 

—  GH 


righteousness. 

But  church  members  can  insti¬ 
tutionalize  ways  to  monitor  their 
pastor’s  sense  of  well-being  and 
professional  growth.  They  can 
insist  that  a  minister  has  enough 
personal  time  from  parishioners’ 
demands  to  maintain  self  and  fam¬ 
ily.  They  can  give  the  pastor  free¬ 
dom  to  express  needs  for  friends, 
space,  time,  and  encouragement. 
And  they  can  help  the  pastor  find 
counseling  or  support,  at  congre¬ 
gational  expense,  if  necessary. 

Pastors  and  congregations 
should  talk  with  each  other  about 
this.  The  best  time  to  deal  with  it 
is  before  it  happens. 

Clingenpeel  is  editor,  Vir¬ 
ginia  RELIGIOUS  HERALD. 
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Mississippi  teen  killed 

Honduran  mission  trip  cut  short  by  tragic  mishap 
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EL  SALVADOR 


State  disaster  relief  team 
truck  head  to  quake  area 


NKARAGUA 


By  Williain  H.  Perkiiu  Jr. 

Mississij^i  Baptist  volonteets  unit  was  last  activated  for  a  Vicks-  inclement  weather, 
and  equipment  arrived  Jan.  23  in  burg  flash  flood  in  July  of  1993,  “We  haven’t  felt  any  after- 
eaithquake-stricken  Los  Angeles  he  added.  shocks  since  we  got  here,  but 

to  help  feed  tens  of  thousands  of  Volunteers  took  turns  driving  some  of  the  folks  who  were  here 

Californians  left  homeless  and  Mississippi’s  18-wheel  rolling  Sunday  night  (Jan.  23)  said  ^y 
hungry  by  the  massive  temblor  kitchen  on  a  37-hour,  non-stop  felt  a  pretty  severe  aftershock,’’  he 

that  rocked  the  area  on  Jan.  17.  voyage  to  Los  Angdesand  arrived  said. 

“Surveys  indicate  damage  at  Van  Nuys  airport  northwest  of  Didlake  returned  to  Mississq^ 

much  more  widespread  than  early  Beverly  HUls  at  4  ajn.  (CST)  on  on  Jan.  24  to  begin  forming  teams 

Muimat«Mg  Over  1 1,(XX)  homes  are  Jan.  24.  of  volunteers  to  work  in  C^alifomia 

too  damaged  to  live  in,  over  the  next  several 

and  many  more  peo-  Pt  ^  weeks, 

pie  who  could  return  /  J  \  have  a  goal  of 

to  their  homes  are  / 

afraid  to  do  so  [  ^  T  at  the  Mississippi  unit, 

because  of  after- /  ^  Southern  Baptists 

shocks,’’  said  Jim)  ‘  L/  ^  are  working  toward  a 

Didlake,  consultant  \  Ij  goal  of  siqridying  all  the  hot 

in  the  Mississippi  \  Los  Angeles  V  meals  the  Red  Cross  needs 

Brotherhood  A  on  a  daily  basis  —  about 

Department  and  on-  75,(XX)  —  for  a  least  three  to 

site  coordinator  of  dis-  ' — y  four  weeks,”  he  estimated, 
aster  relief  for  the  Mis-  ^  ^^ackson  f  Mississippi  B^tist  disaster 

sissippi  Baptist  Convention  \  volunteers  should  be  on 

Board.  \  prepared  to  leave  for 

Didlake  has  beeiUn^ Los  Ange-  \  V  \  California  on  notice  of  two 

les  since  Jan.  19,  serving  as  an  days  or  less,  Didlake  said, 

assistant  field  director  to  help  Cal-  “We  will  rotate  crews  oirt  of 

ifomia  Brotherhood  officials  coor-  “We  began  setting  up  the  unit  California  and  back  to  Mississippi 
dinate  their  relief  effort.  at  daybreak  and  have  bwn  cook-  on  a  weekly  basis.  I’lii  in  the 

“It’s  an  awfiil  mess.  People  are  ing  since  then.  We  are  excited  and  process  now  of  matching  our 
Uving  in  tents  in  public  parks,”  he  looking  forward  to  our  service  out  experienced  workers  with  newer 
said.  here,”  said  Steve  Griffin,  pastor  of  volunteers  so  that  each  team  will 

Southern  Biq>tists  were  initially  Bogue  Chitto  Church  in  Tyiertown  be  balanced,”  he  eiqilained. 
represented  by  two  California  and  one  of  the  volunteers  who  Didlake  said  financial  contribu- 
feeding  units  a^  one  Texas  unit,  drove  the  tractor-trailer  to  CMfor-  tions  are  at  present  the  most 
but  the  conclusion  was  soon  nia.  important  means  of  helping  the 

reached  that  many  more  daily  Griffin  said  the  area  experi-  disaster  relief  effort.  To  make  a 
meals  were  needed.  enced  heavy  rains  on  the  ni^t  of  contribution  or  volunteer  for  Cali- 

“Tbc  Mississippi  Baptist  unit  Jan.  24  and  eariy  m(»ning  of  Jan.  fomia  service,  contact  the  Missis- 
was  activated,  along  with  units  25,  but  the  feeding  units  are  set  up  sippi  Brotherhood  Department  at 
from  Missouri  and  Oklahoma,”  on  concrete  at  the  airport  and  ((SOI)  968-3800. 

Didlake  reported.  The  Mississippi  haven’t  been  affected  by  the  (See  related  items,  page  4) 


Overflow  crowd  mourns, 
celebrates  teenager’s  life 


Boatner 
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Mississippi  Baptist  disaster  relief  volunteers  race  to  set  up  their 
mobile  feeding  unit  after  a  tornado  struck  near  Brandon  in  November 
1992,  killing  several  people  and  destroying  dozens  of  homes.  The  huge 
tractor-trailer  unit  is  currents  in  the  Los  Angeles  area,  preparing  10,000 
meals  a  day  and  helping  Californians  devastated  by  a  major  earthquake  on 
Jan.  17.  See  related  item  on  page  5.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

Despite  quake,  pastor’s 


wife  sees  “hand  of  God” 

4 


SYLMAR,  CaUf.  (BP)  —  Like 
most  people,  Sharon  Grubb  is  sad¬ 
dened  by  the  scores  of  deaths  and 
the  billions  of  dollars  in  damage 
caused  by  the  Jan.  16  Southern 
Cabfomia  earthquake.  But  despite 
the  tenible  losses,  she  has  no  doubt 
the  “protective  hand  of  God”  was 
at  work  amid  the  destruction. 

The  quake  “just  brought  out  the 
awesomencss  and  the  greatness 
and  the  majesty  of  God,”  Grubb 
said  in  a  telephone  interview, 
peaking  from  the  parsonage  of 
rirst  Church  in  Sylmar  where  her 
husbarxl,  Ray,  is  pastor,  she  added: 
“When  you’re  in  an  earthquake  or 
some  natural  catastrophe,  that’s 
just  a  fraction  of  God’s  great 
power.  It’s  nothing  compared  to 
God  and  his  magnificeDce.^’ 

Two  days  a^r  the  devastating 
trembler.  Southern  California  resi¬ 
dents  continued  picking  up  the 
pieces  of  lives  the  earthquake  had 
so  abruptly  rearranged.  Sharon 
Grubb  helped  her  husband  check 
on  neighbors  and  church  members, 
some  of  whom  lived  in  mobile 
home -parks  ravaged  by  fire  alter 
the  quake. 

She  even  provided  first  aid  to  a 
woman  bitten  by  a  nervous  pet 
dog.  Grubb  interrupted  her  descrip¬ 
tion  of  events  to  announce  the  lat¬ 
est  aftershock.  “Here’s  another 
one,  real  mild,”  she  said.  “The 


minor  tremors  don’t  bother  me. 
But  if  we  bad  another  major  one 
I’d  be  out  the  door  in  nothing  flat!” 

Although  hundreds  of  after¬ 
shocks  continued  shaking  the  San 
Fernando  Valley,  signs  of  normal 
life  were  beginning  to  return.  The 
Grubbs’  electricity  finally  was 
restored  Jan.  19. 

“We  were  without  electrical 
power  for  48  hours.  We  had  water 
Monday,  but  not  Tuesday,”  Grubb 
said.  The  tap  w-ater  was  back  on 
Wednesday,  but  residents  were 
being  warned  to  boil  the  water  or 
treat  it  with  chlorine. 

Grubb,  who  described  herself  as 
“pretty  blind”  without  her  eye¬ 
glasses,  laughed  as  she  remem¬ 
bered  praying  during  the  6.6-mag- 
nitude  Richter  Scale  quake. 

“The  two  things  I  was  praying 
for  during  the  ear^uake  were  first 
for  protection  and  second  for  my 
glas^.”  Grubb  managed  to  locate 
a  flashlight  and  found  her  unbro¬ 
ken  glasses.  No  one  in  the  house 
was  injured. 

“I’m  sure  a  lot  of  people  are 
stressed  out,  and  without  God  they 
have  nothing  to  hold  on  to,  they 
have  no  hope,”  Grubb  continued. 
She  asked  Baptists  to  “pray  and 
intercede  for  those  who  don’t 
Imow  (Thrist,  that  they  will  begin  to 
ask  questions  to  make  them  more 
aware  of  God.” 


Mississippi  Baptists  in  California  quake  area 

(see  article,  page  3} 


Name 

Hometown 

Home  church 

Jerald  Welch* 

Greenwood 

Calvary 

Glenn  Nace** 

Kokomo 

Kokomo 

Steve  Griffin** 

Tylertown 

Bogue  Chitto 

Bill  Purvis 

Ethel 

Ethel 

(Thaiies  Shaw 

Eupora 

Hrst,  Eupora 

Clay  Moss 

Raymond 

Park  Place,  Braixlon 

Talmadge  Smith* 

Brooldraven 

Hrst,  B ’haven 

Sammy  Platt 

Columbus 

Hrst,  Columbus 

Boyce  “Doc”'Little 

Carrollton 

N.  Carrollton 

Eugene  Dobbs*** 

Qinton 

First,  dinton 

*AssociationaI  director  of  missions 
•*Pastor 

***MBCB  administrative  assistant  for  ministry 

— Source:  Mississippi  Brotherhood  Department 


State  Medicaid  directors  told 


they  must  pay  for  abortions 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)  — 
The  , Clinton  administration  has 
ordiered  state  Medicaid  directors  to 
pay  for  abortions  in  cases  of  rape 
or  incest,  or  where  the  life  of  the 
mother  is  endangered  by  continu¬ 
ing  the  pregnancy. 

The  new  rules,  retroactive  to 
Oa.  1,  have  drawn  sharp  criticism 
from  Medicaid  officials  in  many 
states.  In  a  letter  written  on  behalf 
of  the  State  Medicaid  Director’s 
Association,  chairman  Ray  Han¬ 
ley,  who  is  also  the  Medicaid 
director  of  Arkansas,  voiced  his 
strong  objection  to  the  Clinton 
policy. 

Hjmley  said  the  administration 
is  misinterpreting  an  appropria¬ 
tions  bill  passed  by  Congress  aiKl 
signed  by  Clinton  in  October.  The 
law  gave  states  the  option  of  pay¬ 
ing  for  abortions  in  certain  cases. 
“Congressional  intent  in  this  area 
was  to  be  permissive  for  states, 
not  mandatory,”  Hanley  wrote. 

But  Sally  Richards^,  director 
of  the  fedet^  Health  Care  Financ¬ 
ing  Administration’s  Medicaid 
Bureau,  said  the  Clinton  adminis¬ 
tration  stands  by  its  reading  of  the 
law,  and  believes  that  Congress 


intended  to  require  states  to  pay 
for  abortions.  According  to 
Richardson,  Medicaid  must  pay 
for  any  nredically  necessary  treat¬ 
ment,  and  abortion  is  “medically 
necessary”  when  a  pregnancy 
results  from  rrpe  or  incest. 

Previously,  federal  Medicaid 
funds,  which  must  be  matched 
with  state  monies,  had  been  pro¬ 
vided  only  in  cases  where  the 
mother’s  life  was  threatened  by 
the  pregnancy,  but  last  year  Con¬ 
gress  expanded  that  exception  to 
include  pregnancies  resulting  from 
rape  and  incest 

Pro-life  organizations  have 
condemned  the  new  policy  as 
well.  Wanda  Franz,  president  of 
the  National  Right  to  Life  Com¬ 
mittee,  said  that  women  have  tra¬ 
ditionally  abused  rape  exceptions. 
“Any  woman  can  walk  into  a 
Medicaid  clinic  and  say,  T  was 
raped,’  and  get  an  abortion,”  she 
contented. 

Roughly  half  of  flie  states  have 
laws  or  constituticMial  amendments 
which  forbid  the  use  of  public 
funds  to  pay  for  abortions  unless 
the  mother’s  life  is  threatened. 
Receai  opinion  polls  suggest  that 


70%  of  Americans  oppose  the  use 
of  public  funds  for  abortions. 

Hanley  says  the  administra¬ 
tion’s  position  forces  states  to 
choose  between  losing  their  Med¬ 
icaid  funds  or  violating  state  laws. 

States  have  been  given  until 
March  to  repeal  laws  banning  use 
of  public  funds  for  abortion,  and 
can  face  suspension  of  federal 
Medicaid  payments  if  tiiey  do  not 
comply. 

Douglj^is  Johnson,  legislative 
director  for  the  National  Right  to 
Life  Committee,  said  the  Clinton 
policy  violates  verbal  commit¬ 
ments  made  by  ClinUHi  last  year. 

“This  is  a  violation  of  assur¬ 
ances  given  by  administration 
spokes-persoDS*to  Sen.  Bob  Ker¬ 
rey  (D-Neb.)  and  others  respecting 
the  right  of  states  to  keep  abortion 
out  of  their  Medicaid  programs,” 
said  Johnson. 

Kerrey  sent  a  letter  to  Metro 
Right  to  Life  of  Omaha  Oct.  29 
saying  he  bad  been  assured  by  the 
administration  that  “states,  such  as 
Nebraska,  which  do  not  allow  state 
funds  to  be  used  for  abortions, 
would  not  be  required  to  accept 
federal  fuiKls  for  such  procedures.” 


CLC  issues  moral  framework 


for  health  care  reform  proposals 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Describing  Christians  as  “morally 
obligated”  to  address  health  care 
reform,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Christian  Life  Commission  has 
issued  documents  outlining  an  eth¬ 
ical  and  theological  framework  by 
which  to  judge  all  such  reform 
proposals. 

The  documents,  “Health  Care 
Reform:  A  Moral  Preamble”  arxl 
“Health  Care  Reform:  A  State¬ 
ment  of  Concerns,”  were  formu¬ 
lated  and  issued  by  the  (XC  after 
a  Jan.  18  consultation  in  Washing¬ 
ton  sptHisored  by  the  agency.  The 
private  consultation  featured  med¬ 
ical  ethicists,  health  care  workers, 
and  Southern  Baptist  agency  rep¬ 
resentatives. 

The  CLC  documents  also 
specifically  criticize  aspects  of 
President  Clinton’s  proposal 
which  the  CLC  says  encumger  the 
sanctity  of  human  life,  religious 
liberty,  the  physician-patient  rela- 
tionsUp,  family  relationships,  and 
the  mirtistry  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches  and  agencies. 

“We  feel  a  special  responsibili¬ 
ty  to  address  Irealth  care  reform 
because  President  Clinton  is  a 
member  of  a  Southern  Baptist 
congregation,”  CLC  Executive 
Director  Richard  Land  said  at  a 
Jan.  19  news  conference,  “and 
many  Southern  Bsqnists  are  deeply 
(q)posed  to  numerous  elements  of 
the  president’s  proposed  agenda 
on  b^th  care  reforms.” 

The  documents  will  be  used  as 
an  “interpretative  and  evaluative 
grid  through  which  all  proposed 
tealth  care  reform  legislation  will 
be  analyzed  and  critiqued,”  Land 
said.  T^  CLC  is  not  supporting 


one  proposal  over  another,  he  said. . 

The  CLC,  which  plans  to  dis¬ 
tribute  the  documents  to  ^1  SBC 
pastors,  hopes  Southern  Baptists 
will  use  the  statements  to  impact 
their  senators  and  representatives, 
thereby  moving  heal^  care  reform 
in  a  direction  satisfactory  to  the 
cofTunissitm,  Land  said. 

While  the  “Moral  Preamble” 
provides  a  theological  and 
philospohical  framework  for 
addressing  health  care,  the  “State- 


ASHEVILLE,  N.C.  (ABP)  — 
Cecil  Sherman,  head  of  the  mod¬ 
erate'  Cooperative  Baptist  Fel¬ 
lowship,  has  turned  down  an 
offer  to  leave  the  organization  to 
become  interim  pastor  of  a  North 
Carolina  church. 

Associated  Baptist  Press 
reported  Jan.  11  that  Sherman, 
66,  was  considering  the  move  to 
First  Church,  Asheville,  N.C., 
where  he  previously  served  from 
1964  to  1984.  His  successor, 
John  Hewett,  resigned  suddenly 
last  October  for  personal  rea¬ 
sons. 

Sherman  said  Jan.  10  he  would 
consider  leaving  the  Fellowship 
because  of  the  physical  demands 
of  travel  on  both  him  and  his 
wife.  Dot.  However,  in  his  Jan. 
13  statement  to  ABP,  he  said, 
“CBF  is  steadier,  CBF’s  future  is 


ment  of  Concerns”  specifies  six 
fundamental  concerns  it  has  about 
the  president’s  plan  and  those  pro¬ 
posed  by  others. 

The  CLC  previously  had 
announced  its  opposition  to  the 
president’s  proposal  as  long  as  it 
included  abortion  coverage. 

The  commission  also  expressed 
concern  about  health  care  at  the 
end  of  life.  It  will  “contest  any 
plan  which  opens  the  door  to  or 
actively  promotes  euthanasia....” 


brighter  and  my  sense  of  calling 
to  the  Fellowship  is  stronger  than 
it’s  ever  been.” 

When  Sherman  became  the 
Fellowship’s  first  chief  executive 
officer  in  March  1992,  be  said 
his  age  would  probably  limit  his 
tenure  to  three  or  four  years. 

Sherman’s  decision  to  stay 
includes  a  commitment  to  reduce 
his  travel  schedule,  according  to 
Fellowship  spokesman  David 
Wilkinson. 

Under  Sherman’s  leadership, 
the  number  of  churches  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  Fellowship  and 
the  total  annual  income  of  the 
Atlanta-based  organization  has 
doubled.  Contributions  during 
1993  were  expected  exceeded 
$11  million  from  approximately 
1,200  churches  and  an  undeter¬ 
mined  number  of  individuals. 


Cecil  Sherman  to  stay 
with  CBF,  turns  down 
Asheville  pastorate 


New  VBS  materials  designed  to 
meet  church  and  parents’  needs 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  —  institutes,  training  meetings  held  in  mally  dropped  off  at  day  care  cai 
After  five  years  of  r^earcb  and  Kansas  Qty,  Mo.,  and  at  Gloiieta  be  dropp^  off  (for  VBS)  instead 
planning,  the  Baptist  Sbnday  (N.M.)  and  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Btq)-  and  then  mcked  up  when  the  par 
Scfaod  ^aid  is  releasing  a  newly  tist  conference  centers.  ents  get  off  weak,”  he  said. 

in  turn,  will  Whatever  schedule  option 


desi^d  Vacation  Bible  School  The  state  le; 
comcolum  to  meet  the  varying  train  woilrers  to  lead  more  than  church  uses  for  VBS,  this  sum- 
schedulmg  needs  of  chuicfaes.  1,400  associational  VBS  clinics  mer’s  w(»fcers  will  notice  a  number 

**We’ve  tried  to  respond  to  the  across  the  country  this  sptin|L  of  other  curriculum  and  organiza- 

ex{vessed  needs  of  churches  and  “There  is  a  trend  of  more  tioual  changes,  Beaty  said,  such  as: 
provide  mme  flexibility  and  sim-  churches  moving  to  a  niglU  sched-'  —  the  re-introduction  of  crafts 
^dty,”  Wil^  Beaty,  the  board’s  (52%  in  1992),  and  night  as  an  raridxnent  activity; 
vBS  administration  consultant,  schools  almost  tUctate  a  shorter  —  an  nrganiTation  b^t  around 
said.  schedule,”  Beaty  said.  One  possible  a  “team  amcqit”  using  age-group 

“Trail  of  Treasures”  is  the  theme  ei^riao^oo  for  the  trend,  he  said,  is  teams; 
ot  the  1994  Comrention  Press  cur-  a  rise  in  the  numb^  of  working  —  a  worship  service  {banned  at 

riculum  which  includes  materials  mothers  which  often  means  a  the  beginning  of  each  day’s  VBS  SlAlG  S  Bww  ■  iSnBril^Gn 
for  preschot^eis,  efaUdren,  youths,  smaller  mmber  ot  available  teach-  and  featuring  a  ptocessioi^  of  stu- 

and  adults.  Beaty  said  administra-  ers  for  dtytime  VBS.  Adult  VBS  dents;  Members  of  The  Fishermen,  singing  group  of  the  Baptist  Student  Union 

tive  and  trarhing  materials  provide  classes  usually  ate  held  at  nig^  as  —  a  new  packaging  approach  Of  Mississippi  State  University,  are  (ieft  to  right):  front  row,  Lisa  Vartder- 

ft>r  a  basic  schedule  of  five  three-  well,  allowing  parents  and  children  designed  to  make  ordering  easier  ford,  Kosciusko;  Micheiie  Bariow,  Ciinton;  Meiissa  Poindexter,  Olive 

hour  sessions,  but  optional  to  attend  at  same  time,  he  sakL  by  using  team  leader  pacxets  for  Branch;  Amy  Teel,  Clarksdale;  back  row,  Dan  Clinton,  Clinton;  Michael 
resources  and  suggestions  in  the  Even  so,  Beaty  said  a  growing  eadi  age  gro<q>  md  the  VBS  direc-  Steen,  independence;  Rob  Johnson,  Canton;  and  Joe  Tillman  of 
“VBS  Plan  Book”  allow  churches  number  of  churches  are  finding  tor,  Brownsville,  tenn. 

to  errand  ot  abbreviate  the  sched-  they  can  reach  more  children  —  worship  and  Bible  study  11  1  •  •  • 

ole  as  needed.  through  VBS  by  providing  an  materials  written  to  relate  to  the  |  ^  1 1  Y*f*  M  I OPI  T1  Q  111  \71  Q1  OTl 

The  new  curriculum  was  intro-  expanded  daytime  schedule  to  New  International  Version  of  the  VyXALAx  V/xJ.  vAJ.  V  J.OJ.vrXx 

duced  earlier  this  month  to  460  meets  the  nec^  of  working  par-  BiUe  and  So^Xure  memory  verses 

leaders  enlisted  by  state  conven-  ents.  printed  in  both  the  King  James  ^  1  OOQ  V\0  T\  £^’W  T* 

dons  who  attended  the  1994  VBS  “That  way  duldren  Mio  ate  nor-  Version  and  NIV.  XXUI/\^0  JL^^O  ILIClXXXX^X  V  CClX 


Baptist  association  postpones 
meeting,  assesses  quake  damage 

SAN  FERNANDO,  Calif.  (BP)  bad  to  postpone  their  quarterly  days  eariier. 

—  Messengers  fiom  35  churches  associational  meeting  Jan.  18  as  “We  don’t  have  an  e: 
and  14  missions  in  the  San  Per-  recovery  efforts  continued  follow-  committee  like  many  asso 
nando  Valley  Baptist  Association  ing  a  devastating  earthquake  two  so  messengers  fiom  the  ( 
y  1  i  1  1  i  times  a  year,”  e 

JNurses,  med  techs  needed 

>  sions.  He  said  the  meetui 

•  1  *  j  1  •  'ra  1  •  rescheduled  for  la 

immediately  in  Burundi 


The  Foreign  Mission  Board  has  lodged  with  missionary  families,  damage  assessments  at  churches  n^ore  churches,  inlow  said.  Tht 
iued  an  emergency  medical  and  work,  most  likely  in  the  north-  in  the  association  are  incomplete.  bigh  volume  also  reduced  the  cosi 
juest  for  volunteer  nurses  or  em  Kayanza  province,  where  dis-  “I  haven’t  heard  of  any  church  per  loan,  he  added 
sdical  technicians  to  serve  in  pensaries  and  clinics  are  largely  that  has  been  so  damaged  that  New  loan  options  ^also  helpeC 
irundi  for  praods  of  one  to  three  non-functional.  they  can’t  worship,”  McClung  ij^reaM  the^divisionjs  portfolio, 

leks,  beginning  immediately.  Each  volunteer  will  be  reqxxi-  said.  However,  damaged  roads  ”  ~  * 

The  request  comes  on  the  heels  sible  for  his/her  own  round  trip  and  freeways  plus  an  overtaxed 
a  wide^iread  epidemic  of  bacte-  airfare ,  approxim  ately  $1,600  tel(^(^  system  have  made  gatfa- 
1  dysentery,  along  with  malaria,  from  Aflanta.  ering  information  difficult,  be 

tasles,  cholera,  arid  meningitis.  For  more  information,  contact  said. 

Volunteers  should  ^  Baptist,  Mary  Arpngton  at  the  Foreign  Several  church  buildings  in  the 

association  reportedly  sustained 
cracked  walls  and  floors, 

McClung  said.  A  cracking  floor 
af^arently  ripped  apari  a  carpet  in 
the  auditorium  of  Mandarin 
Church  in  Northridge  near  the 
California  State  University  carn- 
pus  were  a  number  of  students 
died  during  the  Jart  16  tremor. 

Initial  estimates  placed  damage 
at  the  Shepherd  of  the  Hills 
Church  in  Potter  Ranch  at 
between  $500,000  to  $1  million. 

Still,  the  church  is  being  used  to 
shelter  earthquake  victims  and  as 
a  feeding  station  and  command 
post  by  Southern  Baptist  and  Red 
Cross  relief  workers. 

Other  churches  in  Hollywood, 

Sylmar,  North  Hollywood,  Santa 
Clarita  and  Canyon  Country  also 
sustained  damage,  but  McClung 
said  no  repair  estimates  are  avail¬ 
able. 

“Until  they  get  an  in^ctor  out 
there  they  wmi’t  reallv  krx>w  how 
bad  the  damage  is,^’  McClung 
sakL 


O  Jesus,  if 

A  fonrign  &^soiaeday, 

’TwouU  be  00  tatm  ttomlove  draumds 
No  Ins  oouid  I  Rptty. 

Nb  gieafer  love  rnostai  man 

Than  fOT  a  ffiaad  to  die. 

These  am  the  woirii 
He  gendy  q^oke  mme: 

If  Jart  a  ci]|t  of  waiOTl  place  wrdiin  your  hand 
Then  just  a  <xq>  rtf  water  fe  kfl  drat  1  dernand. 

But  if  by  dettfh  to  living 
They  on  Thy  giay  see. 

I’ll  take  my  cross  and  ft^ow  dose  to  Ihee. 

Like  Josqdr  and  David  ttf  dd,  Ood  had  a  jdan.  He  can  see  the 
total  pitmne,  and  be  tapped  a  young  rum  on  die  dioalder. 

The  young  man’s  pastor,  Bobby  WilUainson,  said,  “God  does  rrot 
maim  tiustakes  and  )to  cafied  oito  rtf  his  droicest  yourig  people.’’ 
Beiha|»  Brad  rmembmed  anotheriOBg: 

My  house  ai  fiill  but  my  fidds  ase  en^, 

Who  wiD  go  «od  wTidt  fer  nm  tothty? 

Biad  Boamet  was  detmmioed  diem  woidd  be  txto  less  at  the  tjMe 
tmd  onetaom  hiihetffeil  OH 


Other  Mississippians  on  Honduras  trip 

Name  City  Ininrieii 

Michael  Albert  Pearl  None 

Bea  Bond  Poplarville  Minor 

Kathryn  Carroll  Poplarville  None 

Martha  Didrens  Madison  Notk 

Gale  Harris  Poplarville  Minor 

Carolyn  Lane  Eupora  Serious 

Richa^Long  Poplarville  None 

David  Lossett  ~  Carriere  Serious 

Linda  Lott  Brandon  Serious 

Macon  None 

Carriere  Nfitror 

Pearl  None 

Poplarville  None 

Florence  Minor 

Boyle  None 

Boyle  None 

Steens  Nfinor 

Poplarville  Serioos 

Pt^larville  Serioos 


Dorothy  Mattbe 
Delton  Moor  Sr. 
Carl  Myers 
Martha  Presley 
Prank  Reese' 
Ryan  Reese 
NeU  Shaw 
Anne  Stringer 
Willie  Stringer 


Source:  Mississippi  Baptist  BroBurhood 


Isolation  puts  pastors  at  risk  of  sexual  sin 


It  is  an  axiom  of  the  preaching 
trade:  there  is  no  quidcer  way  to 
self-destruct  in  the  ministry 
tlian  to  be  caught  in  adultery. 

From  King  David’s  tryst  with 
Bathsheba  to  Jim  Bakker’s  affair 
with  Jessica  Hahn,  the  reputation 
of  the  “man  of  God”  has  been 
tainted  by  sexual  scandal. 

While  most  preachers  begin 
their  ministries  forewarned,  and 
buttressed  with  all  good  intentions, 
all  face  sexual  temptation  and 
many  succumb. 

When  they  fall,  they  usually 
land  hard.  And  no  wonder.  Preadr- 
ers  have  an  image  as  sexual 
killjoys,  railing  against  the  evils  of 
sexual  license.  When  they  are 
caught  in  their  own  snare,  they  find 
little  sympathy  from  the  watching 
public,  which  reserves  its  harshest 
judgment  for  religious  hypocrites. 

A  world  that  may  have  been 
shocked  by  the  televangelist  scan¬ 
dals  of  the  1980s  has  now  grown 
accustomed  to  a  steady  stream  of 
risque  revelations  involving  Christ¬ 
ian  leaders  of  all  stripes.  The  pub¬ 
lic  reaction  is  now  less  shock  but 
tK)  less  scorn. 

Is  the  disdain  warranted?  How 
common  is  sexual  misconduct 
among  clergy? 

Counselors  who  work  with 
wayward  ministers  agree  more 
incidents  of  sexual  misconduct  are 
coming  to  light  today.  But  they 
disagree  on  whether  the  problem  is 
actually  worse  or  if  exposure  is 
simply  more  common. 

‘^What’s  changed  ts  people 
aren’t  keeping  quiet  about  this,” 
said  Mark  Jensen,  a  Baptist  chap¬ 
lain  and  counselor  in  Winston- 
Salem,  N.C.  "We  are  in  a  cultural 
transition  that  won’t  put  up  with  it 
anymore.’^ 

Shifts  in  the  public  mindset  on 
sex  abuse  and  women’s  issues  are 
making  it  harder  to  sweep  ministe¬ 
rial  misconduct  under  the  tug,  said 
Jensen,  chaplaincy  supervisor  at 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital  in 
Winston-Salem. 

“It’s  been  underground,  but 
now  the  masks  are  coming  off,” 
agreed  Norris  Smith,  a  church-staff 
consultant  at  the  Southern  B^tist 
Sunday  School  Board. 

“It  is  docuitiented.  We  can  no 
longer  ignore  it.  We  need  to 
addr^  it.” 

•j. 

Smith  tracks  miruster  firings, 
which  averaged  116  a  month 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  in  1988.  Immorality  — 
sexual  and  other  kinds  —  was  the 
second  leading  cause  of  pastor  fir¬ 
ings  in  Smith’s  1988  study.  Lack 
of  communication  was  first. 

In  a  survey  in  Christianity 
Today  magazine,  in  which  pastors 
told  on  themselves,  12%  said  they 
had  engaged  in  sexual  intercourse 
outside  of  marriage  and  23% 
admitted  to  some  other  form  of 
extramarital  sexual  contact. 

That  was  lower  than  for  the  lay 
people  who  responded  to  the  sur- 
j  vey  (23%  and  28%).  And  both 
clergy  and  laity  can  claim  to  be 
mrxe  faithful  than  the  general  pop¬ 
ulation,  about  half  of  whom  a^it 
to  extramarital  affairs  in  similar 
surveys. 


But  the  frequency  among  cler 
gy  is  still  enough  to  cause  con 
cem. 

“According  to  informed  esti 
mates,  about  15%  (of  clergy) 
either  have  or  are  violating  sex 
ual  ethical  boundaries,”  said 
Baptist  counselor  Roy 
Woodruff,  executive  director 
of  the  3,000-member 
American  Association  of 
Pastoral  Counselors.  ^ 


t  don’t  apply  to  me,”  explained 
sex-abuse  expert  Marie  Fortune 
of  Seattle,  who  has  written  a 
book  on  pastoral  sexual  miscon 
duct 


This  “Lone  Ranger”  pastor, 
as  Fortune  calls  bum,  inhab¬ 


its  not  only  the  rarified 


air  of  the  mega 


church  and 


televangelist 


but  also  the 


While_,  sex 
scandals 

Catholic  priest¬ 
hood  have  grab-  v 
bed  the  headlines  ^ 
in  recent  months. 

Southern  Baptists 
also  have  been 
stung  by  revela¬ 
tions  about  the 
sexual  dalliances 
of  high-profile  pastors  in 
their  own  Md 

Woodruff  said  no  denomi 
nation  has  escaped  the  spot 
light  of  scandal.  “It’s  across 
denominational 
lines.  We  work 
with  60  to  70 
faith  groups,  and 
we  see  no  pat¬ 
tern.” 

Counselors 
and  denominational  work 
ers  say  sexual  misconduct 
has  invaded  big-city  super 
churches,  small-town  pas 
torates,  and  both  ends  of  the 
theolo^cal  spectrum. 

If  virtually  all  pastors  are  tempt¬ 
ed  to  sin  sexually,  why  do  some 
fall  and  others  don’t?  Any  ade¬ 
quate  answer  is  complex.  A  deci¬ 
sion  to  stray  is  seldom  an  isolated 
action,  say  both  counselors  and 
offenders,  but  is  more  often  a  con¬ 
fluence  of  circumstances  and  moti¬ 
vations,  few  of  them  simple. 


more  mun 


d  a  n  e 


world  of  the  county-seat  pastorate. 
This  is  the  worid  of  the  depressed 
pastor. 


Explains  Roy  Woodruff:  “The 
other  extreme  is  the  depressed  pas¬ 
tor,  whose  judgment  becomes 
cloudy  because  of  very  low  self¬ 
esteem  and  a  kind  of  depression  in 
which  he  can  function  but  not  very 
well.  So  he  becomes  more 
vulnerable  to  rela¬ 
tionships 
that 


pro¬ 
vide 
grati- 
fica- 
tioa” 
For 
many 
people, 
pastors 
included, 
the  extra¬ 
marital  affair  begins  not  in  a 
search  for  sexual  gratification  but 
in  a  desire  to  be  understood,  “it’s 
someone  who  knows  your  stresses, 
who  likes  you  —  a  soul  mate,” 
explained  one  female  observer.  “It 
becomes  very  easy  to  think  that 
sex  is  just  an  extension  of  frietxl- 
ship.” 

The  prima  donna 
and  the  depressed 
pastor  share  one 
fatal  weakness, 
counselor^  agree  — 
isolation. 

Added  Woodruff:  “The 
more  isolated  one  becomes 
from  a  supportive  group  of 
peers,  the  greater  the  risk.” 
Couple  that  with  a  heavy 
workload.  Woodruff  said,  and  you 
have  the  most  common  recipe  fOr 
sexual  misconduct. 


Why?  “You  are  giving  out  a  lot 
arKl  not  doing  anything  to  take  in 
—  spiritually,  emotionally,  rela- 
tion^y  —  and  you  are  probably 
having  diminishing  positive  inter¬ 
action  with  your  own  spouse  and 
family.  It  creates  more  possibility 
of  burnout.” 

Ironically,  a  pastor  can  become 
vulnerable  to  an  affair  at  a  time 
when,  for  all  appearances,  he  is  at 
the  height  of  his  career,  having 
achieved  most  all  of  his  goals.  It  is 
then  that  some  pastors  wake  up 
suddenly  and  ask  themselves,  “Is 
this  all  there  is?” 

Jensen,  an  associate  with  the 
Baptist  Center  for  Ethics,  said 
he  has  seen  pastor-support 
groups  work.  “These  are  people 
who  love  you  enough  to  tell  you 
the  truth,  v^o  will  1^  you  be  who 
you  are,  instead  of  needing  you  to 
be  someone  you’re  not.” 

It  is  equally  impmtant,  bo\yev- 
er,  for  pastors  to  deal  honestly  with 
their  personal  needs  —  physical, 
spiritual,  and  emotional  —  the 
counselors  said.  They  should 
atteixl  to  the  “ordinary  things”  that 
constitute  self-care,  Jensen  said, 
including  prayer,  family  time, 
vacations,  time  apart  from  the  con¬ 
gregation,  continuing  education, 
and  time  alone. 

“We  need  the  courage  and 
grace  to  face  ourselves,”  Jensen 
concluded. 

Those  who  end  up  in  extramari¬ 
tal  affairs,  he  said,  are  finally 
forced  to  do  just  that,  “to  say,  T’m 
a  needy  soul  too.’ 

“I  just  wish  it  didn’t  have  to  be 
so  public  and  final.”  —  (ABP) 


Prevention  is  the  best  protection  in 
pastoral  sexual  misconduct  cases 


Woodruff  said  those  who 
succumb  often  fit  one  of 
two  profiles  —  the 
“prima  donna”  and  the  depressed 
pastor. 

“The  prima  donna  pastor  is  one 
who  operates  out  of  a  lot  of  power 
and  control,  loses  touch  with 
appropriate  boundaries  and  overdi¬ 
rects  people’s  lives,”  Woodruff 
said.  Such  a  leader  “develops  a 
sense  of  ‘I  can  do  no  wrong,’  ’  he 
added. 

Central  to  this  type  of  thinking 
is  the  idea  of  entitlement. 
Woodruff  explained,  “that  some¬ 
how  they  are  entitled  to  certain 
behaviors  that  others  are  not  enti¬ 
tled  to....  That’s  the  most  danger¬ 
ous  pattern  because  that  person 
seems  to  be  a  repeat  offender.” 

The  modem  megachurch  pre¬ 
sents  an  unusually  ripe  setting  for 
prima  donna  pastors,  the  coun¬ 
selors  agreed.  The  megachurch 
tends  to  flourish  under  a  ^arismat- 
ic,  authoritative  personality,  who 
often  operates  in  a  realm  somewhat 
remov^  from  his  parishioners  arxl 
therefore  terxls  to  become  larger 
than  life  in  their  eyes  —  and  ulti¬ 
mately  his  own. 

Some  of  these  superchurch  pas¬ 
tors  eventually  begin  “living  alrove 
the  law,”  concluding  “the  rules 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
When  it  comes  to  protecting 
churches  from  damages  associated 
with  sexual  misconduct,  the 
proverbial  ounce  of  prevention  is 
worth  a  pound  of  cure,  according 
to  a  Baptist  legal  specialist 

Brent  Walker,  geireral  counsel 
at  the  Washington-based  Baptist 
Joint  Committee,  said  the  reported 
incidence  of  sexual  miscoiKluct  by 
clergy  arxl  other  church  employees 
is  escalating  and  drawing  greater 
attention  in  the  courts  and  the 
media. 

“More  clergy  are  sued  for  sex¬ 
ual  misconduct  than  for  any  other 
reason,”  Walker  said.  “I|  is  much 
wiser  and  easier,  not  to  mention 
more  cost  effective,  for  churches 
to  take  steps  to  avoid  this  problem 
than  to  deal  with  its  conse¬ 
quences. 

“Most  importantly,  churches 
should  do  this  for  the  sake  of  pre¬ 
venting  harm  to  potential  victims,” 
b^said. 

Churches  ignore  this  issue  at 
their  own  peril.  Walker  warned, 
because  many  courts  are  making  it 
easier  for  victims  to  recover  dam¬ 
ages  not  only  from  offending  cler¬ 
gy  arxl  other  employees  but  also 
from  the  church  or  religious 


By  Larry  Chesser 

agency  involved. 

“You  would  expect  ministers  to 
be  sued  when  they  exploit  their 
position  for  sexual  or  financial 
reasons,  but  courts  are  increasing¬ 
ly  extending  liability  to  the  church 
or  OTganization  where  they  work.” 

Churches’  responsibility  to 
exercise  “reasonable”  care  applies 
not  only  to  the  hiring  process,  but 
also  in  supervising  both  employ¬ 
ees  and  volunteers. 

Walker  said  the  price  for 
churches  failing  to  act  responsibly 
as  employers  can  be  high  in  a 
number  of  areas,  including  shat¬ 
tered  lives,  wrecked  marriages, 
scarred  children,  and  derailed 
careers.  In  addition,  the  financial 
costs  can  be  staggering. 

He  cited  $2.7  million  in  puni¬ 
tive  damages  awarded  by  a  Min¬ 
nesota  trial  court  in  a  child- 
molestation  case  and  reports  that  a 
New  Mexico  Catholic  archdiocese 
may  have  to  seek  bankruptcy  pro¬ 
tection  because  of  sex-abuse  law¬ 
suits  seeking  $50  million  in  dam¬ 
ages. 

“Courts  are  less  and  less 
inclined  to  wink  at  abusive  behav¬ 
ior  by  clergy  and  churches,”  he 
said. 

Walker  suggested  five  precau¬ 


tions  churches  may  take: 

—  Conduct  a  thorough  back¬ 
ground  check  when  hiring  minis¬ 
ters  and  other  employees  and 
soliciting  volunteers,  paying  par¬ 
ticular  attention  to  any  allegations 
of  sexual  misconduct. 

—  A  minister,  other  employee, 
or  volunteer  accused  of  sexual 
misconduct  ordinarily  should  be 
suspended  while  a  full  investiga¬ 
tion  is  conducted. 

Because  the  church  has  an 
obligation  to  protect  ministers  and 
others  in  its  supervision  from 
unsubstantiated  charges,  the  inves¬ 
tigation  should  be  conducted  as 
carefully  and  privately  as  possible.’ 

—  Professional  rehabilitative 
treatment  should  be  required  for 
ministers  and  other  employees  not 
tenninated  after  their  involvement 
in  sexual  misconduct. 

—  Churches  have  a  moral  and 
legal  obligation  to  disclose  sub¬ 
stantiated  incidents  of  sexual  mis¬ 
conduct  when  a  prospective 
employer  inquires  alrout  a  former 
minister’s  employment  record. 

—  Maintain  adequate  liability 
insurance  covering  sexual  ,  miscon¬ 
duct. 

Chesser  is  staff  writer  for 
BJCPA. 
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hope  that  you  are  excited  with  us. 

1  would  like  to  ask  you  to  pray  with  us  about  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  "demon  worship."  There  is  demon  worship 
throughout  all  of  the  villages.  Some  of  our  church 
leaders  in  the  communal  areas  have  expressed  that 
some  of  these  people  are  trying  to  influence  their 
church  members  to  quit  worshipping  Jesus  and  to  start 
worshipping  the  demons.  As  we  meet  with  the 
sorghum  project  participants  from  each  of  the  villages, 
it  really  helps  to  encourage  them  to  continue  to  grow 
in  their  faith.  Our  project  meetings  also  enable  us  to 
preach  the  Gospel  and  to  denounce  demonic  worship 
practices  before  believers  and  non-believers  alike. 
Pray  for  the  strengthening  of  our  Zimbabwean  Baptist 
brothers/sisters  and  for  deliverance  from  demonic  and 
other  pagaiVanimistic  worship  for  their  non-Christian 
countrymen. 

Thank  you  all  again  for  your  financial  support,  prayer 
support,  and  words  of  encouragement.  We  could  not 
be  effective  rriissionaries  without  you.  We  hope  you 
had  a  truly  joyful  Christmas  and  that  your  new  year  is 
filled  with  the  blessings  of  Christ's  love.  □ 


far.  The  weather  patterns  are  very  unpredictable  late¬ 
ly.  The  skies  look  as  though  rain  is  inevitable,  yet  no 
more  rain  has  come.  Keep  praying. 

We  are  currently  experiencing  a  problem  with  rats. 
That's  right,  R-A-T-S,  rats.  They  are  digging  up  the 
young  seedlings  to  get  at  the  grain.  Poison  is  out  of 
the  question  as  many  of  the  village  people  eat  them. 
The  people  in  the  project  are  afraid  to  use  poison  in 
fear  of  poisoning  one  of  their  neighbors.  (I  wasn't  too 
clear.  The  people  eat  the  rats,  not  poison!)  The  peo¬ 
ple  say  they  have  had  this  problem  of  rats  before,  but 
it  has  been  several  years  ago.  As  the  grass  and  brush 
begin  to  green-up  and  grow,  the  rats  are  becoming 


GREETINGS  FROM  BEIT 
BRIDGE,  ZIMBABWE 


Mike  and  Susan  Loftice  are  representing  Mississippi 
Baptists  in  Zimbabwe  on  a  two-year  mission  project 
teaching  how  to  grow  sorghum.  Following  are 
excerpts  of  Mike's  reports. 

% 

We  baptized  57  new  converts  in  the  village  of 
Mudanamba  on  Sunday  (shortly  before  Christmas). 
This  is  the  newest  church  started  as  an  outgrowth  of 
the  sorghum  project. 

Susan  has  begun  a  ministry  at  the  Beit 

Bridge  hospital  with  the  ladies  from  the  f 

Beit  Bridge  Baptist  Church — visiting  and  ^ 

sharing  the  goispel.  She  is  starting  an  out-  k. 

reach  Bible  study  group  for  members  and  •  1, 

non-members  of  the  Beit  Bridge  Church.  , 

Please  pray  for  her  and  the  other  ladies  as 

they  minister  in  these  ways.  She  is  dis- 

cussing  with  the  ladies  some  other  ways  to 

minister  (through  cooking  and  health  class- 

es),  but  these  are  not  yet  finalized  as  to  the  „  J 

means. 

We  want  to  again  thank  the  Mississippi 

Partnership  for  their  faithful  support  of  mis- 

sions  throughout  Zimbabwe  and  more 

specifically  in  Beit  Bridge.  The  Loftice 

family  could  not  be  a  witness  for  the  Lord 

here  in  Beit  Bridge  if  it  were  not  for  the 

great  support  we  have  from  Mississippi  Baptists. 

THANKS!  We  are  honored  and  privileged  to  be  your 

missionaries. 

The  project  is  in  full-swing  now  and  we  are  busy 
assisting  farmers  in  24  villages  throughout  the  Beit 
Bridge  district.  This  is  up  from  the  22  villages  we 
originally  reported.  Two  other  villages  requested  our 
technical  advice  even  without  the  promi^  of  seed  for 
this  year.  This  being  Christmas  week,  we  haven't 
scheduled  any  field  visitations.  We  will  be  returning 
to  the  communal  areas  on  Tuesday,  December  28, 
1993.  We  afre  in  the  process  now  of  going  to  each 
communal  farm  to  see  with  our  own  eyes  what  the 
farmers  are  doing  on  their  individual  farms.  We  have 
most  of  the  sorghum  planted  now  and  much  of  it  ger¬ 
minated  and  growing.  We  have  received  some  very 
excellent  rainfall  to  date,  but  need  to  pray  for  contin¬ 
ued  good  rains.  The  soil  dries  so  quickly  here. 
Presently,  the  soil  nwisture  is  very  good.  We  have  not 
received  any  measurable  rainfall  since  my  last  letter  to 
you,  so  we  have  received  a  little  over  6  inches  total  so 


Fourth  from  left,  Mike  Loftice,  off  loads  equipment  with  farmers. 

less  of  a  problem.  We  have  instructed  the  farmers  to 
drill  the  seed  in  each  row  instead  of  placing  a  step 
apart.  This  also  seems  to  be  lessening  the  problem.  It 
makes  us  all  realize  how  much  vye  must  rely  upxin  the 
Lord  for  our  needs.  We  thank  the  men  of  the  agricul¬ 
tural  fellowship  for  your  continued  prayer  support  for 
this  project. 

Soon,  the  sorghum  will  be  mature  enough  that  rats 
will  no  longer  pose  a  problerrt.  I  am  really  lookirig 
forward  to  being  able  to  go  to  each  farmer's  place  arid 
visit  with  them  one-on-one  in  their  fields  and  homes. 
We  are  seeing  the  communal  churches  becoming 
stronger  through  this  project  and  also  many  new  doors 
to  witnessing  being  opened.  We  have  scheduled, 
between  Ron  and  myself,  revivals  every  weekend 
from  January  through  April.  We  also  have  at  least  four 
strong  prospects  for  starting  four  new  churches.  Pray 
especially  for  these  new  church  starts.  We  are  very 
excited  about  the  days  and  months  ahead  and  we 


Please 
note  this 
change... 


In  the  last  issue  of  Housetops,  the  deadline 
to  register  for  the  Glorieta  WMU 
Conference  was  shown  as  January  25. 
The  deadline  has  been  extended  to 
February  10. 


For  complete  details  and  registration  information 
contaa  Kay  Cassibry  at  (601 )  968-3800. 


Sunday 


Monday 


I^yer  Ministry  Office 
Baptist  Building,  Jackson 
PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


for  the  approximately  36 
million  disabled  people  in 
our  country 


for  the  more  than  10,000 
refugees  resettled  by 
Southern  Baptists  since 
1975,  resulting  in  307  lan¬ 
guage-culture  congrega¬ 
tions 


for  the  people  affected  by 
the  1,500,000  abortions 
each  year 


for  the  problems  resulting 
from  the  fact  that 
Americans  need  600  lan¬ 
guages  to  communicate 
with  one  another 


Tuesday 


that  your  church's  leaders 
will  involve  your  church 
in  the  entire  Season  of 
Home  Missions 


for  the  500,000  homeless 
children  in  the  United 
States,  whose  average  age 
is  six 


that  we  will  break  the  pat¬ 
tern  of  the  past  10  years 
when  the  AAEO  goal  has 
not  been  met,  knowing 
Aiat  all  the  above  groups 
are  a  focus  of  our  home 
missions  agenda  for 
which  the  offering  ^  — 
goes  • ^ 


Wednesday 


for  the  estimated  750,000 
Americans,  two-thirds  of 
them  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  who  sleep  on  the 
street  every  night 


for  the  forty-three  percent 
of  these  homeless  chil¬ 
dren  who  do  not  attend 
school 


Thursday 


for  the  40  million 
Americans  who  try 
cocaine,  crack,  or  marijua¬ 
na  each  year;  the  median 
age  when  drugs  are  first 
used  is  11.9  years 


for  the  2.5  million  people 
displaced  from  their  homes 
each  year  by  eviction 
and/or  spiraling  rent 


Febraary  1-15, 1994 


Friday 


for  the  one  in  five  adults 
in  America  who  does  not 
read  well  enough  to  com¬ 
plete  a  job  application  or 
read  the  daily  newspaper 


for  the  13.8  million  chil¬ 
dren  living  in  poverty- 
one  out  of  five 


The  Season  of  Home  Missions  is  the  special  emphasis  this  time  of  year  for 
caring  Southern  Baptists:  Home  Mission  Study  on  the  homeless  in  America, 
February  20-23;  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions,  March  6-13;  Home 
Missions  Day  in  Sunday  School,  March  13;  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  for  Home  Missions  with  national  goal  of  $40  million.  During 
February  and  March  toe'll  be  praying  each  day  for  this  vital  part  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  missions  agenda,  seeing  needs  and  ministering  to  them. 
Statistics  cami  from  DIMENSION,  fFM,  1994. 


Saturday 


for  the  approximately  37 
million  people  who  have 
little  or  no  health  care 
because  they  cannot  pay 
for  it 


for  the  40  to  50  percent  of 
infants  infected  with  the 
HIV  virus  bom  to  AIDS- 
infected  mothers 


ry\ 


irS  \OUR  SERVE 
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AWARDS 

EmRY 

BLANK 


FUtrOSE 

The  MBIB  Awards  have  been  created  to  recognize  radio  and-video  productions  which  demon¬ 
strate  exceilence  in  message  design  and  production  in  helping  to  bring  Mississippi  and  the 
world  to  Jesus. 


4  ■ 

Entrv  Title 

ENTRY  PORN 

Category  Name 

Orkilnal  Runnlno  Time 

Name  of  Entrant  (LAB.  Church,  etc.1 

Contact  Person 

PDsitkin 

Address 

Citv  state 

ZiD 

Office  phone 

Home  phone 

SHOULD  YOU  Win.. .give  exact  name  of  oiganlzaUon  as  you  want  It  to  appear  on  award. 


W/HEPb  April  22-23,  1 994 — Awards  Banquet  Ptiday,  April  22,  7-9  p.m. 

Workshops  on  Saturday,  April  23,  8  a.m.-3: 15  p.m. 

wmmt  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  1300  West  Capitol  Street,  Jackson 

AWAms  mu, BetuvEnriTHB rouomna catbqokies: 

1 .  BEST  PROGRAM  (One  award  for  video-broadcast  or  non-broadcast-and  one 
for  radio  in  each  category) 

A.  MISSIOMS/EVAnOEUSM 

B.  CHURCH  MUSICALS 

C.  HUMAH  IMTEREST 

D.  COMMUHITY  SERVICE 

E.  SPORTS 

2.  BEST  SPOT  (One  award  for  TV  and  one  for  radio) 

3.  Judges  will  make  one  award  for  CREATIVE  USE  OP  TELEVISIOn  OR  RADIO 
(at  Judges  discretion) 

ElfTRY  FROCEDVRE: 

1 .  Each  entry  must  include:  •  An  entry  form,  description,  and  fee 

•  A  $5.00  fee  per  entry  (llake  checks  payable  to  the  Nissisafppi  B^itU  Convention  Iloanl) 

2.  A  separate  entry  fonn  and  fee  is  required  for  each  category  entered. 

Duplicate  the  entry  form,  if  necessary. 

3.  Entry  fee  does  not  apply  to  workshop  registration  fee. 

4.  Submit  video  program  and  spot  entries  on  1/2  inch  VHS  OR  S-VHS  videotape. 
Submit  audio  program  and  spot  entries  on  audio  cassette  tape 

5.  Submit  each  program  entry  on  a  separate  tape  and  clearly  label  with: 

•Marne  of  Local  ACTS  Board  or  Church 
•Title  of  Entry 
•Category  Marne 
•Original  Running  Time 

6.  The  program  should  have  been  aired  or  viewed  prior  to  March  6,  1 994 

7.  The  Judges  reserve  the  right  to  move  an  entry  to  an  appropriate  category,  add 
or  delete  categories. 

Entries  must  be  |k>stmarked  no  later  than  March  7,  1994. 


Date  BDtiy  Shown:. 


Statement  of  Purpose: 


Results/Response: 


I  CERTIPY  THAT  THE  WORK  SUBMITTED  IM  THIS  EMTRY  IS  MY  PERSOMAL  WORK  OR  WAS 
DOME  UMDER  MY  DIRECT  SUPERVISIOM. 


Signature: _ 

EirmiES  SHOULD  BE  NAILED  TO: 

Parrell  Blankenship,  MBIB  Entry  or 

P.  O.  Box  530 

Jackson,  MS  392050530 


Parrell  Blankenship,  MBIB  Entry 
5 1 5  Mississippi  Street 
Jackson,  MS  39201-1702 


Gulfshore  Youth  Conferences  1994 


Christianity  & 
Creativity 


Ragan  Courtney,  worship  drama  consultant  for 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville, 
will  be  a  special  guest  speaker  during  the 
Christian  Performing  Arts  Festival  in  Brandon, 

Feb.  25-26. 

The  festival  takes  place 
at  Crossgates  Church, 
Brandon.  The  theme  is 
"Created  to  be 
Creative." 

Courtney  will  lead 
conference  ses- 

Hb  drama  of 

worship,  plus  another 
session  of  dialogue 
with  participants. 

The  includes 
dramatic  presenta- 
t'ons  as  part  of  wor- 
Ragan  Cou  mono¬ 

logues  to  dramatic  sequences  to 

plays  to  pageants. 

Courtney  wrote  the  lyrics  for  the  pulpit  drama 
"Celebrate  Life!"  and  was  associate  professor  of 
church  drama  at  Southern  Seminary,  Louisville, 
for  five  years. 

Other  special  guests  include  The  Company,  a 
Christian  drarga  troupe  based  at  Southwestern 
Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  and  Tom  Toombs,  a  drama 
evangelist  from  Sevierville,  Tenn. 

Classes  Include  tracks  for  clowning,  puppetry, 
acting,  directing,  story  telling,  magic,  balloon 
sculpturing,  choreography,  script  writing,  and 
technical  support.  Separate  classes  are  set  for 
adults.  1  —  — 

Cost  is  $6  for  a  6  p.m.  banquet,  plus  $14  for  the 
festival  itself  (which  includes  breakfast  and  lunch 
the  second  day).  ^ 

To  register,  write  Wes  Pegues,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205.  Make  checks  payable  to  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

Those  with  registrations  postmarked  Feb.  1  or 
earlier,  receive  a  festival  T-shirt  on  arrival. 

The  program  is  sponspred  by  the  Discipleship 
and  Family  Ministry  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  □ 


MUSiaANS: 
Conferences  I-  III 
Mack  and  iShmyla  Blake 
,  Conferences  IV  -  VI 
To  Be  Announced 


Conference  I 


Conference  IV 


May  30  -  June  3 

Rev.  Don  Gann,  Campus  Minister 
Mississippi  College,  Clinton 


June  13 -17 

Rev.  Jon  Daniels,  Minister  to  Youth 
FBC,  Brookhaven 


Conference  II  June  3-7 

Rev.  Gary  Permenter,  Minister  to  Students 
Mt.  Vernon  Baptist  Church,  Columbus 


Conference  V  June  17-21 

Mr.  Rhett  Whitley,  Regional  Coordinator 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes 


Conference  III  June  7 -11 

Rev.  Rob  Boyd,  Pastor 
FBC,  Indianola 


Conference  VI  June  21  -  25 

Rev.  Greg  WanxKk,  Pastor 
Tate  Baptist  Church,  Corinth 


Tone  AND  MATBUAtS:  OmtrMuge  material  - 

PUIfOSE:  To  use  creitfive  Bible  study,  special  interest  groups,  fcm  recreation,  and  evangeiistk:  celebrationi  in  a  retreat 
settbig  to  help  youth  live  out  God's  Word  in  their  world. 

COST:  $1 19  per  person 

tfCISTRATiON:  Begins  on  March  1,1994.  This  should  be  sent  to  GuNidiote  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street,  Pass 
Christian,  MS  39571. 

For  program  infonrattion  contact  )im  OkBaiee,  Brotherhood  Department,  966-3800,  ext.3937.  For  lei^sration  information 
contact  GulhhoreBjgNist  Assembly,  452-7261. 


Alta  Woods  Baptist  Church' 
Jackson,  Miss. 

March  28-31, 1994 


ly  Johnsti 


■nsultant 


Idd  NelsorK 
Itional  ^  ^ 
>nsuIUnt  faTTouth 


Johnny  jMes 

Rational '  y 
Consultannor 


Consultanlitbr  Adult 


.roup^ 


Multiple-Day 

Workshops 


;  •  One-Day 

tops  Workshops 


For  more  information,  call  Robin  Nichols  at  (601)968-3800,  ext.  3888 


^  .  State  Youtf  ^ 


Small  Church 


Qah^ 


July  25-27,  1994 

Mississippi  College 
Clinton 

and 


February  12,  1994 
9:00  a.m.- 12:00  p.m. 

JJ'IRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Newton,  Miss. 


Books  To  Be  Tau^t  For  Bach  Conference 


DORS . leader:  Matt  Buckles 

Pastoring  the  Single  Stc^  Church,  by  D.  G.  McCoury 


CHORAL  DIRECTOR 

Dr.  Richard  Joiner 
Chairman,  Music  Department 
Mississippi  College 


BROTHERHOOD . leader:  Jim  Didlake 

Directors.  Baptist  Men's  Leaders,  Royal  Ambassador  Leaders 
Mission  Activities  for  Men  and  Boys  ,  — . 


Auditioned  cboir  of 
9tb  -  12tb  Graders 

Cburcbes  and  Associattoms  are  urged  to  estmbSsb  scbotarsi 
selected  youth  wttb  the  esttmaSed  cost  ctf  S2SO-00  per  cb 


CHURCH  MUSIC 


Church  Pianists . leader:  Dot  Pray 

Five  Practical  Lessons  for  Church  Pfdntets,  by  Louis  Ball 

«lusic  Leaders . leader:  Jimmy  McCaleb 

Song  Leading  Made  Easy 


DISCIPLESHIP  TRAINING 

DIRECTORS . leader:  Mose  Dangerfield 

DiscipleAlL  A  Discipleship  Training  Manual 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS . leader:  Randy  Tompkins 

Sunday  School  Handbook/Help  For  the  Sunday  School 

Director 


ixx:ation  and  date  of  AUDmoN 

NAME  _ 


GRADE. 


PHONE  NO 


WOMAN’S  MISSIONARY'UNION . leader:  Rita  Land 

Ideas  for  Community  Ministries,  by  Joy  Bolton 


CHURCH 


leader:  Don  Hicks 


PRESCHOOL  MINISTRY, 


PHONE  NO. 


How  to  Guide  Preschoolers 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR 


Selcaion  to  be  sung: 


leader.  Linda  Reeves 


CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY 


How  to  Guide  Children 


(range) 


YOUTH  MINISTRY 


Please  enckne  $3  for  each  registration  and  return  at  least  one  week  prior  to  audition,  to  CHURCH  MUSIC  DEPARTMENT, 
P.O  Bos  330,  Jackson,  MS  39203. 


How  to  Guide  Youth 


leader:  Larry  Salter 


ADULT  MINISTRY 


How  to  Guide  Adults 


State  Young  Musicians  Festival 

April  9, 1994 

Mississippi  College  Coliseum 
Clinton 

Registration  -  8:45  a.m.> 

Festival  9:30  - 1:30  p.m. 


THEME  -  The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd 
CLINICIAN  -  Steve  Roddy,  Director  of 
Houston  Children’s  Chorus,  Houston 


ADJUDICATION:FRIDAY.  APRIL  8 
First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton,  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 

—  An  evaluation  for  choirs  and  their  directors,  not  a  competition. 

Stove  Roddy 

If  you  need  a  handbook,  contact  CJiurch  Music  Department  at  P,  0.  Box  MO,  Jackson,  MS 
39205  or  call  968-3800. 


For  more  information  contacttn^^Sa 
Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Dept 
at  (601)968-3800,  ext.  3905 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Pastor  should  guide 

'  Editor; 

Jesus’  care  is  for  people,  not  for 
'  the  clergy’s  need  for  authority. 
Jesus  preached  a  message  of  free¬ 
dom.  Pastors  should  resist  the 
^  temptation  to  run  a  church  like  a 
'  j  business  and  lord  over  the  people, 
f  like  the  pagans  do.  Jesus  never 
!  intended  to  start  a  business,  but  to 

ilay  a  foundation  for  a  closely-knit 
family  of  people  caring  for  each 
other. 

As  it  is,  the  church  has  become 
a  structure  superimposed  on'lhe 
life  of  the  people.  Their  role  is  to 
just  support  the  structure. 

In  a  real  community  of  Chris¬ 
tians,  the  people  are  the  heart  of 
the  community.  The  pastor  is  for 
them  a  gentle  guide,  offering  for 
them  advice  and  counsel  when 
needed.  There  is  a  genuine  love 
•  thtft  inspires  a  community  like 
this.  That  is  what  Jesus  wanted. 
The  concern  for  people  should 
never  have  to  take  second  place. 

I  long  for  the  time  when  our 
pastors  begin  again  preaching 
against  sin,  warning  people  of  the 
pitfalls  and  the  ugly  temptations 
that  are  more  prevalent  than  in 
days  past.  Sermons  to  tickle  the 
ears  and  make  their  people  more 
comfortable  seem  to  be  the  order 
of  the  day.  Pastors  will  be  held 
accountable  for  this  in  judgment. 
Wake  up  before  it  is  too  late. 

Tom  Walden 
Jackson 

“War”  not  intended 

Editor:  • — 

Statements  we.  have  made 
about  missionary  support  and  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  reserve 
fund  have  been  interpreted  as 
“sparking  a  war  of  words’’  with 
some  of  the  Board’s  staff.  We 
want  to  make  clear  that  was  never 
our  intention. 

We  were  answering  specific 
questions  from  concerned  Btq)- 
tists,  such  as  “If  the  Lottie  Moon 
Offering  aixl  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  funds  go  down,  will  mis¬ 
sionaries  be  stranded,  without 
salary  and  support?”  We 
answered  that  we  md  not  believe 
so,  because  tradition  and  inertia 
would  keep  most  Southern  B:q)- 
tists  giving  to  missions  through 
traditional  channels. 

But,  we  added,  that  in  the 
event  of  some  decline,  the  FMB 
had  reserve  funds  for  just  such 
contingencies.  The  amount  is  a 
matter  of  record  in  the  annual 
report.  We  were  not  criticizing  the 
existence  of  the  fund.  In  fact,  the 
Southern  B:q)tist  Convention  has 
been  wise  in  requiring  the  fund  as 
protection  for  tlK  missionaries  in 
times  of  financial  crisis. 

The  people  asking  the  ques¬ 
tions  we  were  answering  had  the 
mistaken  concept  that  the  Board 
would  not  be  able  to  pay  mission¬ 
aries’  salaries  or  that  they  would 
be  left  stranded  on  the  field.  In 
.s  addition  to  the  reserve  fund,  there 
are  other  accounts  to  which  the 
Board  would  likely  turn  before 


reducing  missionary  support.  We 
were  speaking  to  that  concern. 

We  are  grateful  to  see  that 
more  money  has  moved  through 
the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellow¬ 
ship  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
than  the  amount  reduced  through 
the  Cooperative  Program. 
Because  or  certain  dynamics  in 
our  convention  controversy,  we 
are  convinced  that  there  '(vpuld 
have  been  less  money  for  foiei^ 
missions  if  CBF  bad  not  been  in 
existence. 

We  are  also  convinced  because 
of  what  many  grassroots  Southern 
Bq>tists  have  told  us  personally, 
that  money  coming  to  the  CBF 
missions  progriun  would  not  have 
gone  to  the  FMB.  Since  many 
who  have  been  excluded  fiom  full 
participation  in  our  convention 
^ve  (^ted  out  of  traditional  mis¬ 
sion  ctuuinels,  we  believe  that  the 
additional  (^tion  offered  by  CBF 
vtrill  enable  our  Southern  Baptist 
family  to  send  more  money  and 
missionaries  and,  thus,  reach  more 
of  the  world’s  lost  people  than 
would  have  happened  otherwise. 

May  God  bless  and  use  both 
channels. 

Harlan  E.  Spurgeon, 

R.  Keith  Parks 

Global  Missions  Office 

Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 

Praise  for  youths 

Editor: 

Can  you  remember  the  last 
time  a  group  of  our  young  people 
took  a  public  stand  on  a  godly 
issue  —  especially  ohe  so  (teserv- 
Jng  of  attention  as  the  recent 
revival  of  the  issue  of  school 
prayer? 

As  a  youth  of  the  ’60s  I  do  not 
recall  our  ever  standing  to  putdicly 
defend  any  cause  remotely  labeled 
as  Christians  or  even  moral  for 
that  matter,  we  were  busy  being 
rebellious  and  defensive  as  youth 
so  often  become  in  the  years  of 
searching  to  identify  ourselves  and 
gain  independence. 

We  are  now  seeing  what  I  per¬ 
ceive  to  be  a  strong  core  of  Christ¬ 
ian  young  people  today  like  we 
have  not  seen  in  my  40-pIus  years. 
I  know  they  are  there  because  I 
work  with  them  in  our  church 
youth  department.  Hrst,  they  are 
well-grounded  qnritually  and  they 
know  what  they  believe  and  are 
willing  to  stand  for  it  Secondly, 
they  are  stronger  in  numbers  thtm 
most  of  us  dare  to  believe  or 
admit. 

Another  concern  on  the  school 
'prayer  issue  that  troubles  me 
greatly  is  the  lack  of  affirmative 
response  and/or  support  from 
some  adults  and  even  pastors.  The 
issue  is  either  treated  lightly  or  not 
at  all.  We  are  told  that  the  “ftee- 
dom  thing”  about  prayer  could 
backfiire  a^  Christiaos  could  end 
up  worse  off  than  we  are  now. 
Does  this  mean  silence  will  win  us 
our  desires?  I  hardly  think  so! 

We  all  want  our  country 
healed.  Two  scriptuq^s  that  give 
the  key  for  this  healing:  2  Umothy 
4:1-3  and  2  Chronicles  7:14. 


Hnally,  one  more  word  to  these 
young  people  —  I’m  very  proud 
of  you.  I  encourage  you  to  stay 
grounded  in  God’s  Word.  1  Timo- 
diy  4:12  says,  “Let  no  man  despise 
your  youth,  but  be  an  example  to 
the  believers  in  wend,  in  coquet, 
in  love,  in  faith,  in  purity”  (NKJ). 

Billy  Amos 

Brookhaven 

'Reclaim  “priesthood” 

Editor 

Much  about  the  conflict  within 
the  SBC  can  be  seen  in  the  article 
about  a  talk  by  W.A.  Criswell. 
Two  partial  quotes  are  “I  run  the 
church”  and  “The  man  of  God 
who  is  pastor  of  the  church  is  the 
ruler.”  These  quotes  reflect  the 
current  position  of  the  SBC  lead¬ 
ership  whereas  the  overwhelming 
dominance  of  the  CBF  is  lay  per¬ 
sons. 

The  position  of  Criswell  and 
the  other  SBC  leaders  is  akin  to 
that  of  the  medieval  Catholic 
Church.  This  shouldn’t  be  surpris¬ 
ing,  since  much  of  their  doctrine 
comes  from  Augustine.  At  least 
Criswell  is  now  referring  to  those 
with  the  intelligence  to  oppose 
him  as  “liberals”  rather  than  his 
previous-term  of  brotherly  love, 
“skunks.” 

When  lay  people  once  again 
start  holding  the  Baptist  doctrine 
of  “priesthood  of  the  believers” 
they  will  change  the  direction  of 
the  SBC.  They  may  even  have 
another  lay  person  as  president. 

Ray  A.  Thompson 

Jackson 

Abortion  is  holocaust 

Editor: 

Sunday,  Jan.  16,  was  “Sanctity 
of  Human  Life”  Sunday  across 
the  nation  in  dur  churches.  I  think 
that  this  is  a  good  idea  to  set  aside 
a  Sunday  in  the  year  when  we 
emphasize  that  all  human  life  is 
sacred,  and  abortion  is  murder. 
But  let  us  not  salve  our  con¬ 
science  with  this  one  effort  and 
say  that  we  have  done  i>ur  duty 
when  30,000,000-plus  precious 
babies  have  already  died,  and  the 
killing  goes  on  in  our  own  state, 
in  Ja^on  and  Southaven,  every 
week. 

In  speaking  to  churches  in  my 
area,  I  have  come  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  one  reason  abortion  has 
been  allowed  to  continue  in  this 
land  of  ours  is  because  of  the  lack 
of  education  about  what  an  abor¬ 
tion  is  and  what  it  entails.  We 
have  bought  into  the  abortionists’ 
lie  that  a  baby  is  just  a  “blob  of 
tissue”  or  just  a  fetus.  This  is  ter¬ 
minology  that  makes  a  human 
being  a  non-person.  God  help  us! 
This  is  how  Hitler  got  away  with 
killing  the  Jews,  blacks,  and  gyp¬ 
sies.  They  became  non-persons 
and  not  worthy  to  live. 

By  the  time  a  baby  is  old 
enough  to  be  aborted,  that  baby 
has  a  heart  beat  and  brain  waves 
that  can  be  detected.  Everything 
that  a  baby  needs  to  live  is  alre^y 
in  place.  The  child  just  needs  time 


to  grow  in  the  mother’s  womb. 
The  baby  feels  the  pain  as  the  suc¬ 
tion  machine  used  by  the  abor¬ 
tionist  rips  off  its  little  arms  and 
legs. 

In  Genesis  God  stated  that  the 
voice  of  the  blood  of  Abel  called 
up  to  him  from  the  ground.  What 
a  stench  must  arise  to  the  nostrils 
of  God  from  our  land  dtetKrhed  in 
the  blood  of  30,000,000  babies 
that  God  created  and  we  deemed 
unworthy  to  live. 

I  encourage  each  Christian  and 
each  church  to  get  involved  in 
fighting  abortion,  infanticide,  and 
euthanasia.  Join  a  pro-life  organi¬ 
zation  and  find  out  what  you  can 
do  to  stop  this  holocaust  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  Abortion  continues  because 
the  church  allows  it  to  continue. 
We  will  be  held  accountable. 

Sandra  Pierxx 

Laurel 

Amazing  conclusions 

Editor: 

J  don’t  know  anything  about 
W.A.  Criswell  except  that  during 
his  long  ministry  at  First  Church 
of  Dallas  the  church  greatly 
increased  in  numbers  and  service 
in  the  kingdom’s  work.  It  seems  to 
me  that  he  had  what  could  be 
described  as  a  “very  successful 
pastorate.” 

[Jerry]  Vardaman  made  some 
statements  (“Scholar  responds  to 
Criswell’s  claims  of  pastor  as 
ruler,”  Baptist  Record,  Jan.  13, 
page  12)  tlut  greatly  bother  me.  In 
reading  his  treatment  of  Acts 
15:38,  2  Timothy  4:11,  and  Colos- 
sians  4:10, 1  wooder  if  he  has  con¬ 
sidered  that  perhaps  it  was  Mark 
who  became  mature  enough  to 
become  profitable  to  Paul  for  the 
Lord’s  ministry,  and  not  the  other 
way  around. 

Even  more  amazing  to  me  is 
Vardaman’s  ability  to  read  into 
scriptures  things  that  they  do  not 
even  allude  to.  Acts  21:9  simply 
says,  “And  the  same  man  had  four 
daughters,  virgins,  who  did  proph¬ 
esy.”  From  this  scripture,  how 
does  Vardaman  determine  that 
“Paul  tqrparently  profited  from  the 
injuights  gained  also  fi'om  Philip’s 
urunarried  daughters  who  served 
as  prophets  at  Caesarea”? 

I  strongly  urge  we  put  aside  our 
vast  knowl^ge,  forget  our  exten¬ 
sive  education,  long  enough  to 
come  to  Jesus  as  a  little  child.  This 
recipe  works.  I  know  because  it 
worked  for  me. 

L.V.  Shoemake 

Collin!; 

Abandoned  intent 

Editor 

I  just  finished  reading  Frank 
Stagg’^  article  on  the  significance 
of  the  First  Amendment  to  the 
U.S.  Constitution  (Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord,  Jan.  13,  page  10). 

All  of  the  examples  he  cited 
involving  persecution  occurred 
while  our  forefathers  were  still 
subject  to  the  king  of  England 
and  the  Church  of  England. 
Notice  the  dates:^1611,  1612, 


1673,  1638,  1663,  etc. 

It  is  properly  stated  that  the 
colonists  wanted  no  mote  of  state- 
sponsored  churches,  and  that  is 
toe  purpose  of  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment,  stated  very  clearly:  “Ctm- 
gress  shall  make  no  law  respect¬ 
ing  an  establishment  of  religion, 
or  prohibiting  t^  free  exercise 
thereof.” 

Today,  no  one  can  seriously 
contend  that  we  are  in  danger  of 
the  federal  government  establish¬ 
ing  a  state-approved  and  -spon¬ 
sored  church,  prohibited  by  the 
first  phrase  of  the  First  Amend- 
mmt.  Our  current  and  real  danger 
is  the  violation  of  the  second 
phrase,  “...prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof.” 

We  have  over  200  years  of 
precedents,  both  legal  and  by  cus¬ 
toms,  recognized  by  the  Supreme 
Court  which  actually  has  ruled  in 
1892  that  ours  is  a  Christian 
nation. 

Our  problem  began  when  a  lib¬ 
eral  Court  ignored  these  prece¬ 
dents  and  the  time-honored 
process  of  determining  original 
intent  of  our  founding  fathers  and 
simply  substituted  their  opinion  as 
to  how  things  ought  to  be. 

Finally,  the  church  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  has  never  threatened  the 
state.  It  is  the  state  which  threat¬ 
ened  the  church,  and  which  has 
given  us  freedom  from  religion, 
not  freedom  of  religion.  Inciden¬ 
tally,  Bishop  Knox  contends  that 
if  he  had  refused  permission  for 
the  student  prayer  he  would  have 
been  in  violation  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion. 

I  am  appalled  that  I  find  some 
of  our  Christian  leaders  fifldng  the 
same  position  as  the  leading  athe¬ 
ist  of  the  United  States  al^  the 
ACLU! 

Roy  V.  Sims 
Jackson 

At  96,  still  ministers 

<  ■ 

Editor: 

R.K.  Stewart,  a  resident  of  the 
Mitchell  Center,  Natchez  Trace 
Retirement  Center  at  Tiipelo  is  96 
years  old,  legally  blind,  and  deaf. 
He  spends  a  lot  of  time  writing 
about  the  Bible.  He  taught  Sunday 
School  for  54  years.  Since  he  has 
no  relatives  able  to  visit  him,  my 
wife  and  I  try  to  minister  to  his 
needs. 

I  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  his 
writing. 

.  Eugene  and  Ruth  Spearman 
Saltillo 

Editor’s  Note:  It’s  good  to 
have  such  belpftil  people  to  visit 
those  jn  need.  Thanks  for  the 
creative  writing  of  Mr.  Stewart. 

Coffin  on  target 

Editor: 

William  Sloane  Coffin,  in  your 
“Thoughts  by  a  graveside”  (Bap¬ 
tist  Record,  Jan.  6,  page  2)  said  it 
plainly,  beautifully,  an^  I  believe, 
exactly  right. 

Mary  M.  Jones 
Yazoo  Qty 


\ 


the  presentation  of  **010  Schone  Ollwyn  C.  Abbott,  national 
Magelone”  by  Johannes  Brahms,  secieta^  of  the  Baptist  Union  of 
Feb.  1,  at  8:1S  p.m.  in  Aven  Audi-  Australia,  was  lolled  in  a  car  acci- 
torium.  Steve  Cook,  art  depart-  dent  Jan.  10,  while  driving  from 
ment;  James  Richard  Joiner,  Brisbane  to  Melbourne  with  his 
music  department;  and  Patricia  wife.  Winsome,  following  the 
Walston,  pianist,  will  make  the  National  B^tist  Family  Conven- 
piesentation.  tion.  Winsome  Abbott  is  currently 

in  the  Grafton,  New  Sooth  Wales, 
Dan  and  Libby  Panter,  mis-  hospital  suffering  from  a  broken 
sionaries  on  furlough,  left  the  arm  and  severe  bruises.  Since 
States  Jan.  24  to  serve  as  associate  1990  Abbott  has  been  an  Aus- 
associations,  and  churches.  He  to  the  area  director  for  Eastern  traUan  representative  on  the  gener- 
will  also  administer  the  board’s  Europe  and  the  former  Soviet  al  council  of  the  Baptist  World 
Cooperative  Program  emphasis  Union.  Their  new  address  is  Allianoe. 

Native  sons  Just  for  the  E  R-  Walker, 
sign,  articles  former  Hawaii 

^  V  1  •  ^  Leaf  River  Chnrch,  Smith  ©XCCXltiV©  (ll0S 


Pittman 


Mosley  Smith 

Two  Mississippians  recently  BOATNI 
signed  the  Articles  of  Religious  From  page  3 
Belief  of  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
and  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message 
statement  during  a  chapel  service 
at  the  seminary. 

Argile  A.  Smith,  a  Poplarville 
native,  and  Harold  R.  Mosley,  a 
Cleveland  native,  signed  the  two 
documents  as  evidence  of  their 
adherence  to  their  parameters,  and 
of  their  having  beeti  approved  to 
serve  on  the  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary  faculty. 

Smith  began  bis  position  as 
assistant  professor  of  preaching  in 
the  division  of  pastor^  ministries 
in  January  1993. 

Mosley  began  his  position  as 
assistant  professor  of  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  and  Hebrew  in  the  division 
of  biblical  studies  in  August  1993. 


involved  in  church. 

As  people  filed  out  of  the  sano 
tuary  after  the  service,  many  tear¬ 
fully  touched  Brad’s  senior  por¬ 
trait  displayed  on  an  easel,  and 

“Brad  has  been  conunended  by  farewell, 

the  apostle  Paul  for  being  all 
things  to  all  people.  Jesus  has  wel¬ 
comed  his  ‘gocxl  and  faithful  ser¬ 
vant,”’  Swing  said. 

Williamson  told  friends  and 
family  gathered  at  the  church  that 
a  spi^  notebook  bad  been  found 
in  Brad’s  Brandon  High  School 
locker.  In  the  notebook  were  per¬ 
sonal  thoughts  on  his  qnritual  1^ 
and  bis  yearning  for  people  to 
accept  the  gospel  message. 

“Brad  wrote,  ‘Keep  God  first  in 
your  life.  Remember  that  God’s 
wiU  is  perfect,’”  Williamson  said 
Williamson  closed  the  service 
by  giving  attendees  the  c^portuni- 
ty  to  accept  Christ  as  Savior.  As 
hands  shot  up  all  across  the  sanc¬ 
tuary,  be  implored  those  who  bad 
accepted  Ch^t  to  talk  with  a  pas¬ 
tor  about  their  baptism  and  getting 
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E.P.  Baldwin 
dies  Dec.  30 


BAPnSTRY/BATKrUB  REPAR.  Day  Mediterranean  $1495. 
Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  )ob  too  CHRIsViAN  SINGLES  —  5-Day 
large  or  small.  Statewide  smvloe.  $545.  -WALK  THROUGH  THE 
No  mieage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub  BIBLE*  —  $525.  Call  Celebration 
Repair,  1642  Hwy  84E,  Laurel,  Tours  1-000-998-6877. 

MS  39440;  1-600-349-2882. 

DAYCARE  DIRECTOR  needed 
for  church  weekday  program. 
Send  resume  with  references  and 
salary  requirements  to:  Weekday 
Ministries,  P.O.  Box  486,  Ridge- 
CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS:  land,  MS  39158. 

Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 

free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons  ‘WE  BUY  OLD  Oriental  rugs. 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian,  Any  size  or  condition.  1 -000-527- 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone  0861. 

(601)693-4451. 

YOUTH  GROUPS  NEEDED  in 

Atlanta,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
Orlando  for  summer  mission  pro¬ 
jects.  We  provide  meals,  assign¬ 
ment,  lodging,  T-shirt.  For  more 
information,  costs,  contact  Dr. 
Harry  Fowler,  Youth  on  Mission, 
P.O.  Box  2095,  Rocky  Mount,  NC 
CHRISTIAN  CRUISES  —  To  the  27802.  (91 9)  985-4499. 
Caribbean,  Alaska,  and  Israel. 

HENRY  BLACKABY  —  5-Day  1987  FORD  350,  22  passenger 
Caribbean  Cruisd  $695.  .ALASKA  17,000  miles.  Excellent  con- 

—  7-Day  $1195.  ISRAEL  —  7-  dition.  (601)  &2-8073. 


E.P.  Baldwin,  retired  minister, 
died  Dec.  30  in  Tupelo.  Services 
were  held  Jan.  1  at  Shiloh  Qnnch, 
Corinth,  with  Pete  Wooley, 
Howard  Cutbow,  and  Dave.  Smith 
officiating. 

Baldwin  preached  for  over  40 
years  in  Mississippi,  Tennessee, 
Georgia,  and  Ohio.  He  paitic^ated 
in  seven  evangelism  crusades  to 
Argentina  and  Brazil. 

Survivors  include  his  wife  Lee 
Ann  of  Corinth;  son  Randall  of 
Sandusky,  Ohio;  three  brothers; 
two  sisters;  and  eight  grandchil¬ 
dren. 


BIG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all 
sizaa.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (318) 
939-2239. 


Cherry  Park 
pastor  dies 


HoUis  Alderman,  60,  died  of  a 
heart  attack  Jan.  18  at  Methodist 
Medical  Center  in  Jackson. 

The  Coda  native  was  a  graduate 
of  Mississippi  College  and  Mid 
America  Seminary.  He  was  chap¬ 
lain  for  the  Sons  of  Confederate 
Veterans,  and  pastor  of  the  Cherry 
Park  Church. 

Suriviors  include  .his  wife 
Christine;  daughter,  Debbie 
Depriest  of  Clinton;  his  mother 
Lottie  Alderman  of  Greenwood;  a 
brother,  and  a  sister. 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRY3LER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 
We  rent  vans  by  the  day,  week  or  month. 


ADOPTING  YOUR  WHITE  new- 
born/toddlsr  would  bs  a  special 
blessing  for  us.  Childless  couple 
wanting  to  become  parents.  Call 
Caren  or  John  collect:  (518)  235- 
8566. 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS-Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  11  South.  Picayune,  MS  39466 


Adams-Union  schedules 
annual  singles  conference 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Adams-Union  Association’s  Barbara  Rozier  of  Hist  Chorch, 
annual  Single  Adult  Conference  Greenwood;  Dealing  with  your 
will  be  held  Feb.  1 1-12  at  Parkway  Feelings,  Perfectionism,  Piocrasti- 
Church,  Natchez.  The  theme  will  nation,  aind  It’s  Okay  to  Be  Your- 
be  “Coping  in  Today’s  WorW.’’  self;  Jed  by  Dale  Little,  director  of 
The  coherence  will  begin  at  6  missions  for  Adams-Union  Asso- 
p.m.  Friday  with  an  evening  meal;  (nation. 

seminars  begin  at  7.  Saturday,  the  Cost  for  the  conference  is  $8 
conference  will  resume  with  an  8  per  person,  including  fees  and 
am.  breakfast;  morning  seminars  meals.  Checks  should  be  made  to 
begin  at  8:30.  ,  Adams  Bsqrtist  Single  Adults,  and 

Topics  and  speakers  include:  mailed  to:  Adams  Baptist  Associa- 
Broken  Relationships,  by  Norris  tion,  139  D’Evereaux  Dr., 
Curry,  pastor  of  Washington  Natchez,  1^  39120.  Registration 
Church;  Single  and  Happy,  by  deadline  is  Feb.  6. 

MBMC  medical  missions  conference 


Diamonds  by  Design  was  the  theme  for  the  GA  and 
Acteen  Recognition  Service  at  First  Church,  Aberdeen. 
GAs,  pictured,  are  Deana  Ciardy,  Kristi  Andrews,  Jen¬ 
nifer  Garrett,  Kyiie  Patterson,  Rachei  Wright,  Taylor 
Stone,  Mikki  Peugh,  Carrie  Beddingfield,  Jana  Bowen, 
Lacey  Bishop,  Jamie  Ausborn,  Vera  Patterson,  Amanda 
Garrett,  Leanna  Pruett,  Mary  Leigh  Tisdale,  and  Kelly 
Peugh.  The  GA  leaders  are  l\lancy  Hawkins  and  Barbara 
Russell.  Acteens  and  their  attendants,  pictured,  are 
Dana  Ciardy  and  Shane  Hawkins  for  completing  the 
Queen  with  Scepter  level;  Kayla  West  and  Blakely 
Stone,  attendants.  Linda  Davis  is  the  leader  for 
Acteens. 


John  Vess  Hannah  Gay  Tree  Clemons 

Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  ers  who  wiU  discuss  their  mission 
Center  will  sponsor  a  Medical  work  abroad  include:  Tree 
Mission  Conference  from  8:30  Clemons  (Taiwan),  Hannah  Gay 
a.m.-2:30  p.m.  Feb.  12  in  the  sub-  (Ethiopia),  nursing  student  Laura 
way  auditorium.  Williams  (Africa),  and  several 

John  Vess,  chaplain  at  MBMC,  Mississippi  College  nursing  stu- 
will  deliver  a  program  entitled,  dents  w^  have  worked  in  Mexi- 
“Call  to  Christian  Service.’’  Speak-  co.  > 


Greg  Johnston  has  been  called 
as  pastor  of  Escatawpa  Church, 
Mixss  Point,  effective  Nov.  28.  He 
previously  served  at  Fair  River 
Church,  Lincoln  Ass(x:iation,  John¬ 
ston  is  currently  enrolled  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 


James  Berch  has  retired  from 
Poplar  Springs  Church,  Hazle- 

burst.  He  is  available  for  suj^ly  or  Calvary  Church,  Tupelo,  broke  ground  on  Dec.  26  199 

interim.  Bercb’s  address  is  754  for  its  new  sanctuary  and  education  space.  The  sane-  Jun( 
Georgetown  St.,  Hazlehurst,  MS  tuary  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Dec.  21 , 1992.  The  $4.2  Whi 
39083.  million  prefect  will  be  financed  by  insurance  proceeds'  Aub 

^  and  over  $2.6  million  pledged  by  Calvary  members  son 

Phillipston  Church,  Leflore  and  Others  during  a  two-week  campaign  in  December  tee; 
Assexiation,  has  called  Lester  M. 

JeffSers  as  pastor  effective  Jaa  2. 

The  Aikan^  native  received  bis 
education  at  Univeisity  of  Arkansas, 

Ceittnd  Baptist  College,  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  Ws  previous 
place  of  service  was  Sunflower 
Church,  Sunflower. 

Endville  Church,  Pontotoc 
Associati(xi,  has  called  IVacy  Qufl- 
lan  as  pastor  effective  Jan.  9.  He  wiU 
be  oidaiiied  Feb.  6, 4  pjn.  at  Friend¬ 
ship  Church,  Pontotoc  County. 


in  concert 

Feb.  5,  7  p.m. 

Hosted  by 

McDowell  Road 
Baptist  Church 

1 020  McDowell  Rd.,  Jackson 

Tickets:  Aduks,  $8  in  advance,  $9  da' 
of  conceit;  Children  1 2  and  under, 

Call  (601)  372-1594 
for  more  information 


Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Clarke  Association,  broke 
ground  for  its  new  Family  Life  Center.  The  building  will 
house  a  fellowship  hall,  kitchen,  gymnasium,  and  sec¬ 
ond  story.  Members  of  the  building  committee,  pic¬ 
tured,  are  Doris  Keahey;  Lyndol  Ivey;  Billy  Ivey;  Donna 
Kennedy;  Roger  Kennedy,  chairman;  Jack  Pogue; 
Ralph  Boykin;  Mark  Giles,  minister  of  music  and  youth; 
Jimmy  Sanders,  pastor;  and  Lawrence  Ivy’Jr.,  chair¬ 
man  of  deacons. 

Baptist  Women  of  Grace  Workshops  will  be  held  Monday 
Memorial  Chntxdi,  Tupelo,  set  a  afternoon  and  Tuesday  morning. 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  The  Monday  evening  event  bost^ 
goal  of  $675.  The  final  offering  by  the  Annuity  Board  will  be  at 
taken  was  $2,932.11.  Memorial’s  the  Texas  Stadium  Oub.  Deadline 
Sunday  School  enrollment  is  100.  fen*  reservations  is  Feb.  21. 

Joe  Holcomb  is  pastor. 

Mount  Pleasant  Church  (Lin- 
Focuaed  in  Faith  —  Integrity,  coin),  set  a  Lottie  Moon  goal  of 
Accountability,  Effectivein^^s,  $850.  The  church  surpassed  its 
Faitliftilness  is  die  theme  for  the  goal  with  a  total  of  $1,304.  Mount 
1994  Southern  Baptist  Business  Heasant  has  107  enrolled  in  Sun- 
Officers  Ccxifeience,  March  21-23  day  School.  Anthony  Yarborough 
at  the  Annuity  Board,  Dallas,  is  pastor. 


Shady  Grove  Church,  Batesville,  recently  held  a 
note  burning  ceremony  for  its  fellowship  hall.  Pictured, 
from  left,  are  John  Stewart,  pastor;  Wayne  Putman, 
and  Jim  Bay,  deacons. 

CHURCH  PEWS  & 

FURNITURE  CO. 


I  k  Cushions  it  Baptistries 

-*A  ★  Steeples  ★  Renovation 
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Is  there  a  godless,  elitist  press? 


Former  Texas  pastor  says  no  conspiracy,  only  poor  joimialism 

_ An _ 


My  year  of  study  ofreligion 
and  news  media  under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  The  Freedom  Foium  First 
Amendment  Center  at  Vanderbilt 
University  reveals  no  godless 
press  room  in 
which  people 
are  plotting  to 
do  religion  in. 

However,  tibe 
religious  dimen¬ 
sion  of  Ameri¬ 
can  lifehas  been , 
ignored  as  a  fac¬ 
tor  in  major  sto- 
lies  by  decision-  Allen 
makers  insensi¬ 
tive  to  its  importance.  Our  study 
makes  a  case  for  the  fact  that  this 
is  not  so  much  anti-religion  as 
poor  journalism. 

The  amount  of  personal  reli¬ 
gious  interest  in  the  newsrooms  is 
largely  reflective  of  their  commu¬ 
nities.  Seventy-two  percent  of  edi¬ 
tors  said  religion  is  important  in 
their  lives.  Three-fourths  of  the 
religion  reporters  called  it  very 
important  in  their  lives.  We  sur¬ 
veyed,  a  thousand  journalists 
across  America  in  the  study. 

Journalists  admit  to  being  poor¬ 
ly  prepared  by  their  training  to 
understaiKl  reli^on.  Budget-deci¬ 
sion-makers  fail  to  perceive  the 
importance  of  the  religious  ele¬ 
ment  in  iKws,  despite  tire  fact  that 
more  Americans  are  at  religious 


services  in  any  given  week  than 
are  at  all  sports  events  combirred. 
One  city  trewqraper  has  two  reli¬ 
gion  writers  (oire  full-time)  and 
more  than  200  sports  writers 
(including  stringers.) 

Ministers  reveal  keen  aware- 
tress  of  the  shift  of  influence  from 
pulpit  to  media.  Denied  by  the 
journalists,  diis  is  affimred  by  reli¬ 
gionists  as  a  fact  of  our  media  age. 
This  makes  the  desire  by  ministers 
for  the  press  to  promote  our  per¬ 
ceptions  of  mor^ty  all  the  more 
urgent.  Failing  to  do  our  home-r 
work  on  the  nature  of  the  media 
society,  we  ministers  often  want 
the  media  to  promote  instead  of 
report  and  given  news  people 
inadequate  opportunity  to  capture 
our  points  of  view. 

Religion’s  press-bashing  and 
the  irews  media’s  religion-baiting 
are  realities  of  which  no  one  is 
proud.  We  discovered  a  strong 
treed  fm  bridging  the  gap  of  com-^ 
munication  between  leaders  of 
these  two  coirununication  entities. 
Occasions  for  exposure  to  each 
other  in  non-crisis  situations  ireed 
to  be  created  in  every  conununity. 
The  common  denominator  is  a 
commitment  to  truth-telling. 

We  need  to  train  our  religious 
leaders  to  be  more  aware  of  the 
ireed  to  know  the  world  in  which 
editors  and  reporters  live.  The 
constraints  of  their  time  in  produc- 


By  Jimmy  AUcn 

ing  stories  are  utu’emitting.  The 
highest  value  of  newsrooms  at 
their  best  is  good  journalism  — 
getting  the  story  straight.  The 
problem  is  that  every  story  is 
incomplete.  No  one  can  get  it  all 
said  in  a  story.  The  aim  should  be 
to  be  accurate  and  fair. 

My  colleagues  in  the  pulpit 
would  be  greatly  helped  if  they 
could  sit  in  a  budget  meeting  in  the 
newsroom  of  a  major  American 
trewspaper.  I  watched  a  group  of 
editors  deciding  the  featured  rrews 


for  the  next  edition.  One  story  was 
on  a  meeting  of  AIDS-infected 
persons.  Only  one  of  the  partici¬ 
pants  would  allow  his  statements 
to  be  identified  with  his  name.  He 
had  reached  a  point  of  not  caring 
who  knew.  No  one  in  his  family 
was  aware  of  his  conditioa 

Yet  his  name  gave  his  story  its 
authenticity.  The  editor  said,  “No 
way.  No  one’s  family  is  going  to 
find  out  for  the  first  time  their  son 
is  AIDS-infected  by  reading  it  in 
our  paper.  Go  make  sure  they 


know,  or  the  story  doesn’t  go.” 

It  was  impressive  to  see  the 
sensitivity  of  these  professionals 
as  they  dealt  with  the  obvious 
desire  to  create  a  story  with 
impact.  Sensitivity  and  ethical 
constraints  were  exercised.  The 
language  wasn’t  religious,  but  the 
attitude  was.  I  found  common 
ground. 

Allen  is  former  pastor  of  First 
Church,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
and  served  as  president  of  SBC 
Radio-TV  Commission. 


North  central  states  host  HMB  service 


OAK  BROOK,  Ill.  (BP)  — 
More  than  700  leaders  from  the 
seven  north  central  states  wit¬ 
nessed  a  Home  Mission  Board 
commissioning  service  and  heard 
challenges  to  win  their  states  to 
Christ  in  their  triennial  meeting  in 
Oak  Brook,  m.,  Jan.  11-13. 

They  represented  five  state 
conventions  —  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Michigan,  Miniresota-Wisconsin, 
and  Ohio  —  and  one  state  fellow¬ 
ship  —  Iowa  —  and  met  as  part  of 
the  19-year-old  North  Central 
States  N^sion  Thrust. 

The  laymen,  church  starters, 
pastors,  duectors  of  missions,  and 
state  leaders  also  heard  testi¬ 
monies  from  their  peers  and  par¬ 
ticipated  in  several  how-to  semi¬ 


nars,  but  the  keynote  service  of 
the  three-day  rally  was  the  com¬ 
missioning  service  for  47  trewly- 
q^inted  home  missionaries. 

Home  Mission  Board  President 
Larry  Lewis  gave  the  charge  to 
the  candidates,  citing  the  parable 
of  the  great  banquet  in  Luke  16. 

That  parable  included  an  invi-' 
tation  —  “come,  all  things  are 
ready  and  the  price  has  already 
been  paid;”  an  exhortation  —  “go 
to  dre  highways,  that’s  where  peo¬ 
ple  gather  in  great  numbers;”  and 
an  affirmation  to  go  quickly  — 
“Jesus  was  talking  about  the 
urgency  of  the  day.” 

The  chairman  of  the  North 
Central  States  Steering  Commit¬ 
tee,  Wyndell  Jones,  executive 


director  in  Iowa,  told  Baptist  Press 
that  the  first  commissioning  ser¬ 
vice  ever  held  in  one  of  the  seven 
north  central  states  was  si^ficant 
for  Baptist  work  in  the  region. 

“I  thought  it  was  significantly 
important  to  have  the  commission¬ 
ing  of  missionaries  in  this  area,” 
he  said,  because,  it  gave  symbolic 
evidence  that  the  Home  Mission 
Board  acknowledged  the  area  had 
come  of  age  in  its  Bsqrtist  witness. 

Several  of  the  missionaries 
commissioned  in  the  service 
either  come  from  the  area  or  have 
been  assigned  to  missionary  posi¬ 
tions  in  one  of  the  seven  states, 
which  together  account  for  25% 
of  the  population  of  the  United 
States. 


Where  will  your  church  gets  its  information  without 


^ttoxh 


■  News  on  World  MissioiR 

•  ‘  News  on  Cults  and  other  Religions 

News  on  Congressional  actions  affecting  our  churches 
News  on  Stewardship,  WMU,  Brotherhood,  State  Missions 
News  Articles  slanted  for  Youth,  Young  Couples,  Senior  Adults 
News  on  Staff  Changes  and  church  news 

All  of  these  and  more,  going  into  every  home  in  your  church.  The  Every  Family  Plan  is  another  way  of  saying 
your  church  cares  for  its  members  (even  if  they  can’t  attend).  Jiaptiet  ^corh  costs  less  than  a  can  of  soft  drink 

—  just  45  cents  per  month  per  family. 


Check  your  records! 
Can  your  church  publish  a 
weekly  newsletter  as  inex¬ 
pensively  as  you  can  print 
on  the  front  page  of 
t!ri|e  ^aptist  ^corh? 


ool 


Fi«t ; 


% 


$5.35  per  family  on  the  Every  Family  Plan 
$7.35  for  individual  subscription 

>  Ask  your  neighbors:  First  Church, 

Long  Beach;  First  Church,  Jackson; 
Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson;  Adams- 
Union  Association  —  these  and  others 
,  use  ®l|e  JSaptrst  l^fcorb  a  church/ 
association  nhvs  page. 
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Uniform 

Lost  and  found 


Bible  Book 

Jesus,  the  way  to  new  birth 


Life  and  Work 

How  can  I  say  thank  you? 


By  Doug  Bain 
Luke  15 


By  Dan  Howard 
John  3 


By  Billie  Buckley 
Luke? 


There  are  as  many  legitimate  angles  of  vision  for  this 
parable  as  diere  are  responsible  interpreters.  Scarcely  could 
there  be  a  field  more  rich  iot  plowing.  This  parable  in  con¬ 
text  seems  to  be  a  prime  example  of  Jesus  going  about  the 
business  of  reima^g  the  nature  of  the  Father.  Many  of  die 
Pharisees  had  imaged  God  as  a  tyrant  figure  deman^g 
purity  and  perfection  above  all  else.  Radter  than  redefi^- 
tion,  aimed  at  the  rational  facility,  Jesus  does  reimaging 
through  parable,  aimed  at  that  facility  in  which  occur  tte 
deep  feeling  pictures  that  contrcd  betovior  and  outlotdc.  He 
is  aiming  at  toe  weU-spring  of  bebavitv,  values,  and  beliefs. 
God  is  rather  the  Waiting  Father,  not  judgmental,  condemn¬ 
ing,  and  threatened  by  ritual  contamination  by  sinners.  This 
deeply  moving  communication  form  brings  good  news  to 
those  who  have  a  self-constructed  religious  system  diat  fil¬ 
ters  out  the  light  and  reflects  their  own  depraved  nature. 

The  demand  (w.  11-12).  In  these  verses,  the  son  basi¬ 
cally  says,  “Old  man,  you  are  as  good  as  dead  to  me.  I  am 
not  willing  to  wait  until  you  die  to  get  the  goods  that  will  be 
mine  by  right  of  inheritance.  Step  aside,  old  man,  let  youth 
be  on  its  way  to  fame  and  fortune.”  Nothing  to  do  here  but 
step  aside,  let  him  learn,  and  hope  to  God  he  doesn’t  die  in 
the  process.  To  argue  would  be  to  alienate  further.  The 
father  does  not  give  up  on  him,  but  gives  him  up  to  his  own 
ways  —  so  be  can  learn  bow  bankrupt  they  reaUy  are.  Tbe 
wise  parent  alws^s  deals  with  us  ledemptively,  ^ping  to 
draw  us  to  himself. 

Folly  and  famine  (w.  13-16).  This  young  man,  anxious 
to  find  identity  by  distancing  hiinself  from  tte  parent,  todr 
his  search  for  identity  to  tbe  extreme,  ending  up  on  the  far 
side  of  tbe  universe,  about  as  far  fi-om  “borne”  as  be  could 
get.  But  his  bid  for  independence  earned  this  boy  bondage 
instead  of  fieedom.  And  in  tbe  nudst  of  the  rubble  of  bis 
ruii^  visions  of  grandeur,  what  can  be  see  besides  his  sba]^ 
lowness  and  shamefulness.  But  there  is  still  a  miracle 
around,  even  at  tbe  far  side  of  the  universe.  He  does  not  get 
down  on  himself  so  as  to  take  bis  own  life  —  nor  does  be 
lash  out  at  his  low-life  false  friends.  He  takes  a  job,  ddng 
about  the  worst  thing  one  of  Jewish  stock  could  do  —  tee¬ 
ing  bogs,  eating  their  leftovers. 

Awakening  (w.  17-19).  Mirade  Ixeaks  forth  yet  agaia 
In  medical  terminology  us^  for  emerging  from  a  coma, 

Luke  records  that  the  young  man  “came  to  himself.”  What¬ 
ever  significaiKe  be  might  rave  could  come  only  from  his 
father’s  graciousness,  for  in  his  own  right  be  had  no  status. 
He  had  worth,  but  was  definitely  unworthy. 

Request  number  two  reflects  that  a  whole  universe  of 
“education”  has  occurred  since  request  number  one.  Instead 
of  “Old  man,  step  aside  and  give  me  what  is  mine  and  be 
quick  about  it,”  now  it  is  “D^  fadier,  I  have  Uown  it  all  — 
tile  family  fortune,  tbe  family  name,  tbe  family  trust  I  am 
tbe  one  as  good  as  dead  —  unless  you  can  Id  me  simply 
hire  on  to  serve  in  your  estate.  Treatment  as  a  son  is  beyond 
all  hope.”  He  “came  to  himself’  in  the  process  of  returning 
to  the  father.  Whatever  the  sequence,  return  to  tbe  Father 
involves  a  reconciliation  also  to  one^f,  which  pulls  the 
fragmented  self  back  into  inner  harmony  instead  of  inner 
cdnfiict. 

Return  and  wdcome  (w.  20-24).  Tbe^focus  now  is 
back  on  the  father.  This  wise  parent  will  riot  let  the  boy  go 
from  rebellious  prodigal  to  the  opposite  extreme  of  return¬ 
ing  to  some  fetal  positioa  He  must  retain  to  soost^.  And 
the  point  Jesus  woukl  make  to  religious  Pharisees  is  that  tiie 
Fatter  does  not  demand  the  actudnng  of  perfection  and 
purity  before  the  son  can  stq>  onto  tte  estate.  No  pharisaic 
tyrant-God  here.  He  is  ratter  tte  waiting  Father,  accqiting 
and  forgiving,  knowing  that  reconstructive  surgery  occurs 
after  return,  not  before.  And  Jesus  has  helped  us  ^  an 
amended  version  of  who  the  Fatter  reaUy  is. 

What  a  picture  —  not  only  of  who  tte  Fatter  is,  but  of 
tte  one  who  returns  from  tte  farside  to  tte  Father.  It  is 
Jesus  Christ  who  shows  us  this  Fatter  and  who  opens  to  us 
tte  way  back  to  the  waiting  Fatter.  For  tte  one  ever 
does  return  home,  tbe  price  of  maturity  is  costly  —  a  for¬ 
tune  lost,  but  “kingdom”  aixi  “family”  gained  in  tte 
process. 

Bain  is  professor  of  bfl>lical  and  related  studies.  Blue 
Mountain  College.  > 


One  of  tte  g^test  joys  I  have  had  as  a  parent  and  as  a 
pastCH-  was  leading  my  son  through  tte  plan  of  salvation, 
bearing  him  invite  Jesus  into  his  heart  as  Savior,  and  then 
having  tiie  privilege  of  br^tizing  him.  In  Chq>ter  3  Nicode- 
mus  came  to  Jesus  to  find  tte  way  to  be  bom  again  and  to 
gain  eternal  life. 

Jesus  explains  the  new1>irth  to  Nicodemus  (w.  1-7). 
Nicodemus  was  a  Pharisee  and  a  member  of  tte  Sanhedrin. 
Tte  Pharisees  were  tiie  group  of  Jews  who  were  most  inter¬ 
ested  in  following  tte  Law  precisely.  Religion  was  a  very 
serious  matter  to  them.  Tte  Sanhedrin  was  a  council  of  70 
elders.  It  was  tte  highest  court  ammig  tte  Jews. 

Nicodemus  evidratly  had  a  great  interest  in  Jesus  and 
his  teachings.  Nicodemus  came  to  Jesus  at  night.  There  are 
many  thoughts  as  to  why  he  came  to  see  Jesus  at  night. 
Some  think  it  was  because  of  fear,  embarrassment,  or  tte 
desire  to  not  be  seen.  Otters  think  it  was  because  nighi  was 
when  tbe  Law  was  usually  studied  and  discussed.  Otters 
have  said  that  it  was  possibly  tte  best  time  to  have  a 
leisurely,  uninterrupted  conversation. 

Nicodemus  opened  the  conversation  with  a  comitiiment. 
He  referred  to  Jesus  as  “Rabbi.”  This  was  tte  most  honored 
title  in  Judaism.  By  this  title  be  acknowledged  tiiat  be 
believed  Jesus  was  a  teadier.  He  also  recognized  that  God 
was  with  Jesus  because  of  what  be  bad  already  accom¬ 
plished. 

Tte  Jews  took  great  pride  in  being  descendants  of  Abra¬ 
ham.  They  k^  tte  Law  in  order  to  te  allowed  imo  die 
kingdom  of  God.  Jesus  stated  in  verse  3  tiiat  they  could  not 
see  tte  kingdom  without  a  new  birth. 

Tte  term  “boro  again”  can  mean  boro  from  above.  Tte 
phrase  “kingdom  of  God”  refers  primarily  to  God’s  qriritu- 

/  reign  rale  in  human  lives. 

Nicodemus  misunderstood  Jesus  because  te  assumed 
Jesus  meant  a  second  physical  birtii  (v.  4).  Jesus  ei^lains 
that  unless  a  person  is  “boro  of  water  and  of  tte  Spirit  te 
caimot  enter  tte  kingdom  of  God.”  Being  boro  of  tte  Spirit 
makes  reference  to  &  spiritual  relrirth  or  regeneratioa  cre¬ 
ated  by  tte  Holy  Spirit’s  work  in  our  lives.  Being  “bran  of 
water”  probably  refers  to  one’s  physical  bir^ 

In  verse  6  Jesus  distinguisb|»  between  being  bOro  of 
flesh  and  bdng  bom  of  tte  Spirit.  To  be  bom  of  tte  flesh  is 
to  become  a  person  witii  natural  relationships  such  as  fami¬ 
ly  and  society.  To  be  bom  of  tiie  Spirit  is  to  be  a  qnritual 
person  with  qiititual  relationships  sudi  as  being  a  child  of 
God  in  tte  kin^om  of  God. 

The  way  or  utivatioa  (w.  14-21).  Jesus  used  an  inci¬ 
dent  frxMn  Hebrew  history  to  instruct  Nicodemus.  Jesus 
reminded  him  of  tte  time  in  tiie  wilderness  when  tte  peop^ 
were  bitten  by  snakes.  Qod  instructed  Moses  to  attach  a 
brass  wiakp  to  a  pole  and  lift  it  up  in  tte  camp.  Only  those 
who  looked  upon  tte  snake  would  te  healed  from  te  snake 
bites.  This  was  a  reference  to  te  cross  iqxMi  which  Jesus 
would  te  placed.  Only  those  who  look  iqion  Jesus  and 
beliete  in  him  will  be  saved  and  have  eternal  life. 

Tte  word  “believe”  in  verse  IS  means  more  than  an 
intellectual  knowledge.  It  meant  a  total  commitment  of  a 
person’s  life  in  faith  to  Jesus.  Tte  ^irase  “eternal  life”  has 
mote  of  a  tefetence  to  quality  of  life  rater  than  quantity. 

John  3:16  is  probaUy  te  first  BiUe  verse  most  of  us 
memorized.  It  tiK  teen  referred  to  as  te  “little  goq)el.” 
Hersdiel  Hobbs  stated,  “If  all  te  rest  of  te  Bible  except 
tins  one  verse  were  lost,  it  contains  eiKMigh  truth  by  winch 
all  pet^fe  coukl.te  saved.” 

ihe  reason  Jesus  came  was  because  God  loved  te 
world.  Jesus,  te  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  was  given  as  a 
sacrifice  for  all  mankind.  Tte  death  of  Jesus  was  to  pay  te 
penalty  of  our  sin,  which  we  could  not  pay.  Those  who  ask 
Jesus  into  their  hearts  will  receive  etenial  life. 

Tte  prim^  purpose  of  Jesus  coming  into  te  world  wm 
not  to  bring  judgment  and  condemnation,  but  to  bring  sal¬ 
vation  and  deliverance.  Tte  basis  of  judgment  is  whether 
one  believes  in  Jesus  and  accepts  or  rejects  him. 

Verse  19  reminds  us  that  tte  light  of  God’s  love  and 
grace  came  into  te  wmld  in  Jesus.  Jesus  said  in  John  14:6, 
“I  am  te  way,  and  te  truth,  and  te  life;  no  one  comes  to 
te  Fatter,  but  through  me”  (NASV). 

Howard  is  pastor  of  Wo^ville  Church,  WoodviUe. 


It’s  a  smilel  It’s  a  thank  you!  It’s  a  grateful  heart!  And  a 
grruefiil  heart  may  be  as  rate  as  Superman.  Especially  is 
this  true  of  te  grateful  heart  that  whiq)ers,  “Thank  you  that 
I  can  live  today  as  a  forgiven  sinner,  to  express  love  to 
you,  Lord,  and  te  others  in  a  world  filled  with  ingratitude 
and  indifrerence.” 

How  do  we  keep  from  being  clones  in  that  world?  We 
can  find  ways  to  trank  the  Lord  regularly  for  our  freedmn 
of  forgiveness. 

Gratitude  takes  appropriate  action  (vv.  36-38).  A 
sense  of  direction  towanl  appropriate  action  is  a  by-product 
of  gratitude.  These  appropriate  actions  result  in  te  bring¬ 
ing  of  te  same  two  resources  brought  by  te  woman  in  our 
scripture. 

It  was  ter  best  possession  that  she  brought  to  Jesus. 
There  was  no  pretense  of  false  appreciation  in  this  true  act 
of  gratitude.  Real  gratitude  take.s  place  only  when  we  bring 
our  best  to  ofler  as  evidence  of  a  thankful  heart. 

Her  best  thoughts  produced  tears.  Our  thoughts  all  pro¬ 
duce  or  result  in  some  action  —  good  or  bad  on  our  part. 
Before  te  acts  of  gratitude  must  come  te  thoughts  of  grat¬ 
itude. 

Gratitude  has  the  strength  to  go  first  without  others’ 
approval  (v.  39).  This  wranan’s  gratitude  was  strong 
enough  to  step  out  of  te  mold  that  continues  to  create 
clones  who  wait  on  others  to  inove.  When  you  move,  not 
all  will  be  pleased.  Gratitude  oftfends  those  who  are  stub¬ 
born. 

Simon  didn’t  {qrprove  of  te  woman’s  actions.  He  was 
offended  that  Jesus  would  allow  them.  Could  it  be  that 
churches  today  are  filled  with  Simons  —  those  who  don’t 
undostand  or  lyyprove  of  enftiusiasm  and  praise? 

Simon’s  stubteroness  refused  to  allow  this  woman  te 
spotlight  of  te  oppratunity  to  take  a  bow.  His  lack  of  grati¬ 
tude  for  ter  actions  bound  him  with  cords  of  his  own  stub¬ 
born  self  will. 

Gratitude  communicates  (w.  44-45).  Gratitude  com¬ 
municates  through  love  and  through  courtesy.  Is  this  lost  in 
our  fast-moving  world  where  time  is  our  most  valuable 
possession?  Ate  we  too  busy  to  be  polite  and  thankful  and 
loving? 

A  courteous  host  would  have  washed  Jesus’  dusty  feet 
^with  water.  Yet,  these  tears  were  one  of  te  greatest  acts  of 
courtesy  ever  p^ormed. 

We  are  told  that  te  woman  did  not  st(^  kissing  Jesus’ 
feet.  This  act  was  a  result  of  ter  love  toward  Jesus,  proving 
ter  sincere  gratitude  fra  his  gift  of  forgiveness. 

Gratitn^  is  on  coarse  (w.  46-47).  Being  on  course 
may  mean  that  you  ate  on  time.  Is  there  someone  who  has 
waited  for  30  Januaries  fra  you  to  erqrtess  your  thanks  to 
them?  Has  God  been  waiting  patiently  for  you  to  give  him 
te  credit  doe  his  name?  He  still  waits  for  your  love  and 
gratitude. 

This  lady  loved  much.  Loving  much  is  a  characteristic 
of  a  child.  God  disrnqrroves  whra  we  take  this  joy  out  of  a 
child’s  life.  Certainly  te  approved  te  much  love  given  by 
this  wranan.  What  word  dracribes  your  love?  , 

She  poured  perfume  on  Jesus’  tet  She  didn’t  dab  it 
sparingly  on  Jesus.  She  poured  it  out  on  him.  Her  great 
gratitude  was  a  result  other  love  fra  Jesus  forgiving  ter 
sins. 

Gratitude’s  strong  solid  foundation  (w.  48-50).  This 
woman’s  gratitude  was  right  and  sincere  tecause  it  was 
based  on  a  solid  foundation  of  frdth.  Her  frdth  produced  te 
peace  that  resulted  in  a  thankful  act 

Tte  basis  of  our  salvation  arxl  te  reason  for  our  grati¬ 
tude  is  that  we  have  been  saved  from  te  results  of  our  sins. 
Have  you  thanked  him  for  this  today? 

The  result  of  this  faith  is  tte  appropriation  of  peace  — 
not  a  passive  peace  but  an  active,  moving  peace.  This  bal¬ 
anced  peace  results  in  our  forgiving  those  who  have 
harmed  us  because  we  are  forgiven. 

When  you  have  found  this  forgiveness,  share  it  with 
someone.  Remember...  It’s  a  smile.  It’s  a  thank  you.  It’s  a 
grateful  forgiven  heart! 

Buddey  is  a  member  of  Petal  Harvey  Church,  PetaL 


RECORD  JAPANESE  CROWDS  HEAR  BILLY  GRAHAM:  RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  The 

TOKYO  (BP)  —  Evangelist  Billy  Graham,  a  SoutbeiD  Baptist,  spoke  to  Foreign  Mission  Board  has 
the  largest  gathering  of  Christians  in  the  history  of  Japan  as  he  conclud-  released  its  1993  overseas  report 
ed  a  Jan.  13-16  Mission  94  crusade  in  the  To^o  Dome.  A  crowd  of  card,  recording  new  highs  in 
45,0(X)  people  Med  the  dome  Jan.  15.  The  service  was  also  broadcast  to  churches,  church  membership,  and 
nearly  60  satellite  centers  across  the  country.  Crowds  averaged  31,250  baptisms,  according  to  the  office  of 
during  the  four-day  crusade;  an  average  of  3,025  came  f^ward  at  Gra-  Jim  Slack,  the  board’s  church 
ham’s  invitation  to  mjike  a  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ.  A  40%  response  growth  consultant.  Among  those 
from  men  —  unusual  in  Japrinese  culture  —  was  particularly  significant,  highs  are: 

Graham  association  officials  said.  Each  of  the  mission  meetings  was  •Churches:  The  number  of 
translated  into  five  languages  —  Korean,  IiKlonesian,  Mandarin,  Por-  churches  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
tuguese,  and  Spamsh  —  via  low-power  FM  transmission.  “When  this  sionaries  relate  to  has  nearly  dou- 
great  giant  awakens  to  the  love  of  God  and  the  power  of  God,  I  believe  bled  in  six  years,  increasing  from 
we  will  see  J^an  as  the  evangelical  tool  that  will  carry  the  gospel  to  the  17,769  in  1987  to  35,188  in  1993. 
worid,”  said  Mark  Edlund,  administrator  of  the  Southern  Baptist  mis-  In  the  last  year  alone,  the  number 
Sion,  the  largest  in  Japaa  grew  by  2,391,  a  7.29%  increase. 

•Church  Membership:  It 
climbed  from  3,450,888  to 
3,735,949,  an  8.26%  increase. 

•Baptisms:  The  262,758  bap¬ 
tisms  by  overseas  Baptists,  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  volunteers  was  a 
record  for  the  third  straight  year. 


^  FMB’s  church  growth  consultant 
releases  encouraging  ’93  statistics 


BIBLE  LEAGUE  ANNOUNCES  MERGER  WFTH  WORLD  GOS-  climbed  from  3,450,888  tc 
PEL  CRUSADES:  SOUTH  HOLLAND,  ILL.  —  The  Bible  League  3,735,949,  an  8.26%  increase. 
announces  today  its  merger  with  World  Gospel  Crusades,  effective  •Baptisms:  The  262,758  bap- 
immediately.  Completion  of  this  merger  comes  after  several  weeks  of  tisms  by  overseas  Baptists,  mis- 
negotiations  between  Bible  League  President  Dennis  M,  Mulder  and  sionaries,  and  volunteers  was  a 
World  Gospel  Crusades  President  Joe  A.  Rogers.  The  Bible  League  is  an  record  for  the  third  straight  year. 
international,  non-denominational  Scripture  placement  organization 

based  near  Chicago,  III.  The  League  has  offices  and  contacts  in  more  Iwjvf  frtr  a/fwii/arc 
than  90  countries  worldwide.  In  1993  it  placed  more  than  24  million  **^*7*'' 

Scriptures.  World  Gospel  Crusades  is  based  in  Upland,  Calif.  It  is  T71  *  J_  1  .£• 
kn^n  for  its  “community  saturation"  programs  which  focus  on  distrib-  J?  IffXlL  S0U“©S 
uting  Scripture  booklets  to  every  individual  or  family  in  a  particular  ^ 

country.  Its  current  project  is  Colombia,  where  it  has  reached  1,400 JOOO  Following  is  the  sixth  in  a 
homes  with  the  gospel.  Merged  with  The  Bible  League,  World  Gospel  series  of  articles  on  senior  adults 
Crusades  hopes  to  reach  7,000,000  Colombian  homes.  written  by  Robert  J.  Hastings, 

retired  editor  of  the  Illinois  Bap¬ 
tist,  newsjournal  of  the  Illinois 
Baptist  State  Association. 


Baptisms  increased  by  4.31%, 
climbing  from  251,901  in  1992. 
That  signals  the  boa^  has  broken 
out  of  its  cycle  of  radical  q)s  and 
downs  in  baptism  growth  rates. 

•Newly  constituted  churches: 
The  emphasis  on  church  growth 
helped  set  the  record  for  the  num¬ 
ber  of  congregations  constituted 
into  churches.  Totals  rose  from 
1,606  in  1992  to  2,019  in  1993. 

•Mission  and  preaching 
points:  Missionaries,  overseas 
Baptists,  and  volunteers  also 
helped  mission  and  preaching 
points  increase  from  23,889  in 
1992  to  25,327  in  1993.  This  is  a 
6%  growth  rate  for  preaching 
points,  gospel  outposts  that  one 
day  may  mature  iitto  churches. 

•Bible  teaching  ministries: 
1993 ’s  record  total  of  2,230,282 
people  enrolled  in  Bible  classes 


Fight  self-esteem  enemies 


MONGOLIAN  COURT  OVERTURNS  PART  OF  LAW  LIMIT¬ 
ING  CHRISTIANS:  HONG  KONG  (BP)  —  The  Mongolian  Constitu¬ 
tion^  Court  has  overturned  parts  of  a  new  law  that  would  severely 
restrict  Christian  activities  in  Mongolia,  according  to  Christians  present 
at  the  Jan.  10  court  hearing.  In  its  written  decision  issued  Jan.  12,  the 
court  ruled  several  sections  of  the  law  unconstitutional  —  including 
restrictions  barring  Christian  woric  outside  church  buildings  and  foreign¬ 
ers  spreading  their  faith  —  because  they  violate  basic  human  rights. 
Reportedly  retained,  however,  are  provisions  giving  Buddhism  a  chief 
place  in  Mongolian  reli^ous  life,  forbidding  Christian  worship  in  state- 
owned  buildings  and  giving  the  government  control  of  the  number  of 
clergy.  “Forei^rs  are' free  to  practice  their  beliefs  and  may  even  be 
involved  in  religious  activity.  To  what  degree  we  may  evangelize  is  still 
not  clear.”  The  cotirt  decision  returns  the  law  to  the  Mongolian  Parlia¬ 
ment,  which  passed  it,  for  review  and  affirmation  or  rejection.  The  reli¬ 
gion  law  alarmed  the  fledgling  Mongolian  Christian  community,  esti¬ 
mated  at  up  to  2,000  memters,  which  began  barely  three  years  ago  with 
less  than  10  known  believers.  ' 


CATHOLIC  LEADERS  SAY  NO  TO  CHURCH’S  SOUP  face  and  neck,  of  roughened  hands, 
KITCHEN:  HARTFORD.  Conn.  (EP)  —  Concerned  that  the  sight  of  of  hair  that’s  thin  and  greying. 
downtrodden  people  seeking  emergency  aid  might  hurt  the  image  of  the  0-)  Not  having  a  9  to  5  job  can 
host  church,  Roman  Catholic  leaders  in  Harford,  Conn.,  have  told  the  ^so  damage  one’s  self-esteem. 
Franciscan  friars  who  run  St.  Patrick-St.  Anthony  Church  that  they  are  “Since  I’m  not  working,  then  I’m 
not  to  lease  space  for  a  soup  kitchen.  The' friars  had  planned  to  let  two  worth  as  tiiuch.” 
nuns  run  "The  Ho^use  of  Bread”  from  the  church  basement  at  no  charge.  (3)  Realizing  one  hasn’t 
"We  have  to  be  concerned  about  its  function  and  the  image  that  it  pro-  achieved  all  his  dreams  or  reached 
iects  to  people  who  come  there."  said  Monsignor  Charles  W.  Daly,  fis-  ®very  goal  can  make  one  think  less 
cal  officer  for  the  Archdiocese  of  Hartford.  "If  they  don’t  like  the  image  himself.  And  when  one  counts 
they  won't  come.”  The  archdiocese  supports  other  soup  kitchens,  but.  remaining  years,  he  knows  it’s 
expressed  fkars  that  the  proposed  location  of  the  new  outreach  wouW  \ool*kcly  those  dreams  will  ever 
hurt  local  business  development.  Daly  noted  that  the  long-term  solution  come  true,  adding  to  his  depres- 
to  poverty  is  economic  growth  and  job  creation.  sioa 

(4)  The  memory  of  past  mis- 


A1  (not  his  real  name)  was  leaf¬ 
ing  through  his  high  school  year¬ 
book  when  he  saw  himself  at  16 
playing  basketball.  “Was  I  really 
that  a^e?”  he  wondered,  thinking 
of  his  aging  body  and  the  left  side 
of  his  face,  now  drawn  by  a  recent 
stroke.  “Arn  I  less  a  man?  What  do 
my  friends  think  when  they  see 
me?” 

Poor  self-esteem  is  a  problem 
for  anyone,  but  doubly  so  for 
seniors.  Note  these  four  enemies 
that  gnaw  away  at  our  self-esteem: 

(1)  Like  Al,  any  person  who 
ages  is  sensitive  to  wrinkles  on  his 
face  and  neck,  of  roughened  hands, 
of  hair  that’s  thin  and  greying. 

(2)  Not  having  a  9  to  5  job  can 
also  damage  one’s  self-esteem. 
“Since  I’m  not  working,  then  I’m 
not  worth  as  much.” 

(3)  Realizing  one  hasn’t 
achieved  all  his  dreams  or  reached 
every  goal  can  make  one  think  less 
of  himself.  And  when  one  counts 
his  remaining  years,  he  knows  it’s 


UNDER  DEATH  SENTENCE,  IRANIAN  CHRISTIAN  FREED: 
RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Mebdi  Dibaj,  an  Iranian  Christian  sentenced 
to  death  for  converting  from  Islam  (Baptist  Record,  Jan.  6,  page  4),  was 
released  Jan.  15,  according  to  reports  Mm  Iranian  church  leaders.  Dibaj 
was  expected  to  be  reunited  with  his  family  in  Tehran,  Iran’s  capital.  A 
statement  from  church  leaders  decrying  human  rights  abuses  against 
Dibaj  was  expected  to  be  circulated  soon  after  his  release.  Iranian  Chris¬ 
tians  have  Worked  to  focus  world  attention  on  the  plight  of  Dibaj  and 
other  Christians  in  Iran.  Iranian  authorities  are  claiming  they  never  sen- 
tetKed  Dibaj  to  death  and  that  he  committed  no  crime  significant  enough 
to  keep  him  imprisoned,  according  to  reports  trickling  out  after  his 
release.  Earlier  reports,  however,  named  “apostasy”  —  or  turning  ftom 
Islam  to  Christiamty  —  as  the  reason  for  his  death  senterice,  originally 
scheduled  for  Jan.  12  or  afterwards.  He  has  been  in  a  prison  in  the  north¬ 
eastern  city  of  Sari,  Iran,  since  1983  and  has  been  repeatedly  tortured. 
He  spent  two  of  those  years  alone  in  an  unhghted  3-by-3-foot  cell.  In  a 
trial  Dec.  3  he  was  given  a  chatKe  to  renounce  his  faith  or  face  death.  He 
answered  with  a  strong  affirmation  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  be  held  to  dur¬ 
ing  several  subsequent  appeals. 


takes,  of  taking  the  wrong  fork  in 
the  road.  “If  I’d  stayed  in  school,  if 
I’d  switched  jobs,  if  I’d  been  more 
aggressive.”  All  such  “ifs”  nibble 
away  at  self-esteem. 

How  can  we  bolster  self¬ 
esteem?  Hrst,  remember  what  oth¬ 
ers  think  about  you  does  not  deter¬ 
mine  your  worth  as  a  human 
being.  When  I  lead  family  memoir 
workshops  for  senior  adults,  I 
always  begin,  “Remember,  your 
story  is  the  most  important  story  in 
the  world,  because  it’s  your 
story!”  Likewise,  what  you  think 
of  yourself  far  outweighs  what 
others  think  about  you.  If  you 
can’t  like  yourself,  don’t  expect 
anyone  else  to.  Each  individual 
holds  the  key  to  his  or  her  self¬ 
esteem. 

So  be  a  little  more  positive. 
Stick  up  for  yourself.  Credit  your 
successes  and  close  the  book  on 
failures.  As  you  can,  fill  your  days 
with  useful  activity.  Instead  of  say¬ 
ing,  “I’m  retired,”  say,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  “I  was  a  public  school  teacher 
for  27  years,  and  now  I  do  volun¬ 
teer  tutoring  two  afternoons  a 
week.” 

Offer  this  prayer,  quoted  by 
CanoU  B.-  Freeman  in  TTie  Senior 
Adult  Years:  “Help  us  to  love 
ourselves.  Lord,  so  we  don’t  turn 
each  other  into  trash.  You  don’t 
make  junk,  God  —  why  should 
we?” 


By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1994 


CYN  QLUM  ZLUDD  AM  BNYCAM  U  HUS,  AC  LO 
ZLUDD  lUAS  MLO  QLYDO  QYNDT,  UST  DYZO  LAZ 
YQS  ZYED?  . 

HUNX  OAILM:MLANMF-ZAW. 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bi^  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  SHve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week's  puzzle:  Luke  Six:Thirty-Six. 


now  falls  under  a  new  title  of 
“Bible  Teaching  Ministries,”  not 
Sunday  School.  The  name  change 
more  accurate]^  reflects  the  vsui- 
ous  forms  of  Bible  teaching  in  the 
world  of  missions. 

This  year’s  report  is  one  of  the 
clearest  statistical  summaries  pos¬ 
sible  in  recent  years.  In  1991  aiKl 
1992,  the  board  posted  net  church 
growth  rates  of  15.8  and  17.4%. 
These  high  rates  were  due,  in  part, 
to  the  historic  demise  of  the  Soviet 
empire,  which  added  blocks  of- 
cburches  to  this  category,  and  to 
the  board’s  own  statistical 
“cleanup”  process,  which  from 
1988-92  set  in  place  a  standard 
system  to  monitor  major  areas  of 
overseas  evangelistic  work.  Slack 
said. 

•Overseas  mission  force:  As 
overseas  figures  grew,  so  did  the 
number  of  people  serving  in  the 
largest  mission  force  in  the  board’s 
148-year  history.  The  mission 
force  closed  out  1993  with  3,954 
missionaries,  up  from  1992  when 
the  total  stood  at  3,893.  The  board 
also  appointed  a  record  495  per¬ 
sonnel  —  223  career  arxl  associate 
missionaries  and  272  two-year  per¬ 
sonnel.  That’s  a  22.5%  increase 
over  1992  when  the  board  appoint¬ 
ed  404. 

•‘World  A’  advances:  Another 
high  point  in  this  year’s  summary 
comes  from  “World  A,”  that  part 
of  the  world  with  little  or  no  access 
to  the  gospel,  often  because  of  reU- 
gious  or  governmental  restrictions. 
In  1993,  the  board  sought  to  reach 
85  of  the  world’s  212  least  evange¬ 
lized  people  groups,  which  will 
number  1  milhon  or  more  people 
by  the  year  2000.  People  groups 
share  the  same  heritage,  culture, 
belief  system,  and  language. 

Also  in  1993,  mission  workers 
in  World  A  helped  establish  37 
new  churches  and  baptize  746  peo¬ 
ple.  They  also  began  237  preach¬ 
ing  fioints  arxl  now  work  with  131 
churches.with  a. total  membership 
of  54,553. 

“...  I  was  elated  to  see  the  con¬ 
tinued  growth  that  even  surpassed 
that  was  reported  in  ’92,”  said 
FMB  President  Jerry  Rankin. 


ru'. 


U; 


January  27, 1994 


